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In a LETTER to a Friend. 
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N Obedience to your Commands I 
have here ſent you ſome ſhort Me- 
moirs' of that grand Apoſtate and 
Corrupter of the Principles and Mo- 
* rals of the Youth of the preſent 
Age, Matthew Tindal, Doctor of the Civil Law, 
and Fellow of Al/-Souls College in Oxford. I ex- 
pect, and therefore am fully armed againſt all the 
fiery Darts which his Diſciples and Followers ſhall 
be able to pelt me with. I am very certain, that 
the Immortality of raking into the. Aſhes of the 
#2358 B | Dead, 


Dead, will be dreſſed up with all the impertinent 
Flouriſh, and rhetorical Gibberiſh that their 
wretched, as well as profligate and abandoned 
Scriblers are Maſters of; and ſuch Rules will be 
magiſterially laid down to ſerve a preſent Turn, 
as will hinder any Man from writing a true Hi- 
ſtory, and ſuch as will leave, if admitted to be 
juſt, a Brand of Infamy upon all Hiſtorians, ſa- 
cred or prophane, who have taken care to ſpare 
no Man's Crimes that have come within the Com- 
paſs of their Subject, how favourable ſoever they 
have been to thoſe ſmaller Faults or Failings, 
which are common to the beſt as well as the worſt 
of Men, and therefore ought always to be buried 
along with us, and that too in perpetual Oblivion. 
As the Holy Scriptures have recorded the Trea- 
chery of Judas and the profligate Complaiſance 
of Pilate, even where Life itſelf was concerned; 
as they have told us, that the Memory of the 
Righteous ſhall be bleſſed, but the Name of the 
Wicked ſhall rot; ſo all civiliz'd Nations have 
taken care to make Praiſe and Commendation the 
| Reward of good and virtuous Actions, and Re- 

proach and Infamy the Puniſhment of ſuch as 
were abominably vile and wicked, and apparently 
tended to the Deſtruction, at leaſt to the very 
great Prejudice, of human Society. Upon this 
Occaſion they have ſpared neither Emperors not 
Kings, nor any other great Men, but have de-, 
ſcribed them in their proper Colours, without 

hiding or diſſembling the Tyraany of one, or the 
Avarice or Debaucheries of another ; hanging 
them up, as it were, in Chains, for a Terror to 
Poſterity, to deter Men from imitating their 
Vices, in order to avoid the ſharing with them in 
their Characters. | | 

But 'tis needleſs to dwell a great while upon 
this Head, becauſe our Adverſaries will complain 
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. 
with ſo ill a Grace, that every Man of the leaſt 
common Senſe, that knows any thing of their 
Behaviour in Controverſy, muſt needs deſpiſe their 
Clamours, which, as I ſaid before, muſt certainly 
be expected from them. Let any ſerious intel- 
ligent Reader look into their Books and Pamphlets, 
and fee with what a degree of Scorn, Contempt, 
and Virulence they have treated both the Living, 
and the Dead, and then let him reſolve me whe- 
ther the Atheiſts, deſcribed by Plato and Lactan- 
tius could poſſibly be more Proud, Inſolent, and 
Abuſive. That great and good Man, who at this 
time, God be thanked, preſides in the See of 
London, and ſeveral other excellent Prelates, have 
been ſo outrageouſly pelted by them with ſuch 
Loads of the moſt fulſom Ribaldry, as cannot 
but nauſeate the Stomach of any one that hath 
the leaſt Pretence to ſet up for a Man of Morals 
and Humanity. Among theſe the Anſwer of 
our worthy Doctor to one of my Lord Biſhop of 
London's Paſtoral Letters, is no leſs than a Maſter- - 
Piece; but as this worthy and vigilant Overſcer of 
the Flock of Chriſt, and the reſt of his injured 
Brethren are ſtill alive, and above the Reach of 
their feeble and contemptible Calumniators; and 
ſince the Attacks, which are made upon the Cha- 
racters of the Living, are not ſo much to my pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, as the barbarous Liberties that have 
been taken with the Dead, let any of our unbe- 
lieving HeRors juſtify, if they can, the brutal 
Treatment, of the Memory of Abp. Land, which 
the Doctor's famous, or rather infamous Book, 
falſly entituled, The Rights of the Chriſtian Church,” 
is ſo very full of This excellent Prelate's great 
Abilities, and great Service to the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, his Sincerity, Integrity, and Piety, are now 
univerſally acknowledged by all ſerious and in- 
telligent Perſons of both Parties. My Lord 
1 B 2 Cle 
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Clarendon's Hiſtory having been ſo triumphantly 
vindicated from the wicked and profligate Aſper- 
ſious of a Grub-freet Hiſtoriographer, the Arch- 
biſnop's Character cannot be given better than in 
the Words of that noble Perſon, who knew him 
intimately, and is as far from concealing his Faults 
and Blemiſhes, as from depriving him of his real 
Virtues : © His Learning, Piety, and Virtue, /aith 
© bis Lordſhip, have been attained by very few; 
and the greateſt of his Infirmities are common 
© to all, even to the beſt of Men.” The greateſt 
of thoſe Infirmities, which his Lordſhip calls an- 
popular and natural, was © (beſides a haſty ſharp 


* way of expreſſiing himſelf) that he believed 


* Innocence of Heart, and Integrity of Manners, 
% was a Guard ſtrong enough to ſecure a Man in 
** his Voyage thro' this World, in what Company 
5 ſoever he travelled, and what Ways ſoever he 
** was to paſs. Sure any Man, (continues this 
« noble and excellent Hiftorian) was never better 
_* ſupplied with that Proviſion.” 
This Character of the Archbiſhop is the ſame 
in Subſtance with that which is given of him by 
Judge Hhitlock in the 32d Page of his Memoirs 
in fewer Words, viz. *©*© That he was too full 
** of Fire, but a juſt and good Man.” 
Dr. indall, and all of the ſame ttamp, are as 
buſy as poſſible in publiſhing all the little idle 
Stories of this great Prelate; but no Notice is 
taken of the Noble Defence which he made at 
his Tryal, of which it hath been truly faid, 
that there is no Book extant which ſhews more 
lively the curſed Spirit of thoſe Times, in carry- 
ing on their Cauſe with the blackeſt Lyes, and Dia- 
balical Malice. 5 
- The noble Hiftorian before- mentioned, ſays, 
** He dcfended himſelf ar his I rial with great and 
** y-gdqunred Courage, and lels Paſſion than was 
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6“ expected from his Conſtitution; he anſwered 
< all their Objections wich Clearneſs and irre- 
“ ſiſtible Reaſon, and convinced all impartial 
Men of his Integrity, and his Deteſtation of 
all Treafonable Intentions ; ſo that tho few 
£ excellent Men have eyer had fewer Friends to 
their Perſons, yet all reaſonable Men abſolyd- 
* him from any foul Crime that the Law could 
take Notice of and puniſh. ' However, when 
they had ſaid all againſt him they could, and 
* he all for himſelf that need to be ſaid, and no 
ſuch Crime appearing as the Lords would take 
* upon them to judge him to be worthy of 
Death for, they reſorted to their Legiſlative 
Power, and by Ordinance of Parliament, as th 
called it, that is, by a Determination of th 
Members who ſat in the Houſes (whereof in 
the Houſe of Peers there were not above 
twelve) they appointed him to be put to Death, 
as guilty of High Treaſon : The firſt time the 
two Houſes of Parliament had ever aſſumed 
e that Juriſdiction, or that ever Ordinance had 
. been made to ſuch a Purpoſe ; nor could any 
Rebellion be more againſt Law than that mur- - 
* derous Act. n 
* When his Tryal was over, and the Ordi- 
nance paſſed for his Execution, and it was de- 
5 manded of him, according to Cuſtom, what 
he could ſay why he ſhould not ſuffer Death? 
| “He ſaid, he had the King's Pardon; which he 
___ *© pleaded, and tendered to them, and deſired it 
might be allowed. Whereupon he was ſent 
*© to the Tower, and the Pardon read in both 
Houſes ; where, without any long Debate, it 
was declared to be of no Effect, and that the 
King could not pardon a Judgment of Parlia- 
* ment; and fo, without troubling themſelves 
any farther, they. gave order for his 1 
; ? WhiC 
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_ ©  *©, which he underwent with all Chriſtian Courage 
* and Magnanimity, to the Admiration of the 
4 Beholders, and Confuſion of his Enemies.” The 
Perſon: apponted to manage the Evidence againſt 
him was Mr. Prynn, one of the bittereſt and moſt 
inveterate Enemies that he had in the World; and 
yet the good Archbiſhop's Defence not only made 
Mr. Pryum aſhamed of what he had done, but like- 
wiſe. to beſtow as full and florid an Encomium 
upon it, as the warmeſt Friend and greateſt Ad- 
mirer he had in the World could poſfibly have 
done.. Ina Word, the paſſing the Ordinance for 
his Execution was ſo odious an Act, that there 
were but ſeven Lords preſent at the paſſing of it 
in the Upper Houſe of Parliament, viz. the Earts 
of Kent, Pembroke, Salisbury and Bullinghroke, 
and the Lords North, Gray, and Bruce, and his 
Life was concluded with ſuch a modeſt Confidence, 
and ſo much Piety, that his greateſt Enemies who 
came to behold the Execution with Hearts full of 
Foy, returned back with Eyes as full of Tears. 
And after ſuch barbarous Uſage as this to an 
ancient Man, who could not, according to the 
Courſe of Nature, have lived many Years longer, to 
fay nothing of his being a Priſoner in the Tower no 
leſs than four Years, and the ſequeſt ring of all 
his Rents during that Time, and the ſeizing of all 
his Books, Papers, and Goods, one would think 
that the moſt ſavage Breaſt ſhould have ſo much 
Humanity as to think him ſufficiently puniſhed for 
promoting a little Decency in Churches, and diſ- 
couraging a lewd and incontinent Life in the No- 
bility and Gentry, as well as others. Neverthe- 
leſs the Doctor's ſevere and rude Treatment of his 
Aſhes is capable of this Alleviation, that the Zeal 
which Archbiſhop Laud had for Chriſtianity in ge- 
neral, and the Church of Euglaud in particular, 
was, in the Doctor's Opinion, Bigattry, and his 
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diſcountenancing the Sins of Uncleanneſs, no bet- 
ter than Perſecution. But as the Deiſts of this Age 
declare themſelves of Opinion, that the moſt un- 
natural Luſts are, in Foro Conſcientiæ, no more 
criminal than a Child's eating of Dirt, Coals, 
Wheat, or Malt, the Doctor hath ſhewn a more 
than ordinary Propenſity to abuſe the Dead, by 
going as far as Ireland for ſomething to beſpatter 
the Engliſh Clergy with; tho' the Fact by him al- 
ledged, if allowed to be true, was, according to 
his Way of Thinking, not worth the mentioning. 
The Cafe I am now hinting at, is that of Biſhop 
Atherton, which the Doctor makes a great Flou- 
riſh with in one of his Libels againſt the Biſhop of 
London. It may not be amiſs therefore to obſerve, 
that the modeſt and virtuous Mr. Curl! did, in the 
Year 1109, on the Backſide of the Paper called 
the Tatier, No. 119, vouchſafe to publiſh the fol- 
lowing Advertiſement. | | | 
„This Day is publiſhed, The Caſe of Job 
© Atherton, Biſhop of Waterford in Ireland, who 
© was convicted of the Sin of Uncleanneſs with a 
© Cow, and other Creatures, for which he was 
* hanged at Dublin, December 5, 1640. With a 
“ full Account of his Behaviour after his Con- 
«© demnation, and the Letters he ſent to his Wife 
and two Daughters the Night before his Execu- 
tion. 'To which is added, the Sermon preach'd 
at his Funeral the Night after his Execution, in 
St. Fobu's Church, Dublin; with ſome farther 
„Account of his Life. The whole written 
by Nicholas Barnard, Dean of Ardagh, at the 
& Command of Archbiſhop Uſer, and to him de- 
* dicated. Printed for E. Curl, at the Dial and 
Bible, againſt St. Dunſtan's Church in Fleet- 
& fireet; and fold by J. Harding, at the Poſt- 
©: Office in St. Martin s- lane. Price 1 5. And the 
Lord Audley's Trial for Sodomy. Price 69d. 
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But the Credit of Mr. Curl/'s Uridertaking way 
5 Ws war uf blaſted by the next Paper of that t kind 
that came out, for on the Back of it was adver- 
tiſed as follows 
© Whereas in a Pamphlet lately publiſhed, en- 
©. titled, The Caſe of Biſhop Atherton, it is ſaid in 
the Preface, that he confeſſed the Crime for 
© which he unjuſtly. ſuffered : This is to aſſure all, 
© who: are deſirous to know the Truth, that he 
<« conſtantly denied that foul Crime all along, and 
| © with his laſt Breath. And the chief Witneſs 
| © againſt him, who was afterwards hanged, con- 
** feſſed at the Gallows, That what he had ſworn 
+; againſt the ſaid Biſhop was utterly falſe. And 
* the whole Kingdom of Ireland, eſpecially the 
8 28 wherein he lived, have ever ſince been, 
“and are at this Day, poſſeſſed with an Opinion 
* of his Innocence. | 
NB. All who appeared againſt him came 
| _ © afterwards to diſaſtrous Deaths, Any Perſon : 
N that hath a mind to be ſatisfied of the Truth of 
1 . this, may enquire at the Senecas Head near So- 
| & merſet-Houſe in the Strand.” | 
| The Doctor was at this Time a conſtant fre- 
uenter of the Grecian Coffee-Houſe, and never 
ffered any Paper or Pamphlet that was eſteemed 
ſmart or polite to eſcape him; and could not, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, poſſibly be ignorant of this whole 
Affair. But this is the Candour and Modeſty of 
thoſe who are Adverſaries to the Church of Bar- 
land. They print and reprint their ſcandalous 
Stuff to ſerve a Turn, without taking the leaſt 
Notice of the full and ſufficient Anſwers that have 
been made to it. 
I think, Sir, I have by this Time ſaid —— 
to open the M ay to that which is the profeſſed 
Deſign of this Letter; tho' it is in my Power to ſay 
a 2 deal more, and thew with what a 
| an 
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Country young Gentlemen generally reſorted 
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and Scurrility he treats the Memories of Moſes and 
the Prophets, of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, * and the 
Miniſters of our moſt Holy Religion, from the 
firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel down to this pre- 


' ſent Age. But tis time, high time, to let you, and 


thro' you, the reſt of the World know what a 
glorious Leader our modern Infidels have had at 
the Head of them; and indeed I cannot but won- 
der, that nobody, excepting a few Hints here and 
there in a Preface or two, hath undertaken ſo ne- 
ceſſary a Piece of Work. {rio ULAR 

As long as a Writer keeps himſelf within the 
Bounds of Decency, the beſt, and indeed the on- 


ly manly. Way of anſwering him is to ſet Argument 


againſt Argument, without taking any Notice of 
the Perſon of the Opponerit. But when Men give 
themſelves the Liberty to let fly all the foul- 
mouth'd Slander, and malicious Falſhoods that they 
can pick up, without any regard to Truth, Cha- 
rity, or Good-Manners, tis abſolutely neceſſary to 


inform the World from what Quiver theſe enve- 


nomed Arrows come. If from a ſuſpected Papiſt, 
the leſs dangerous will they be to a. Proteſtant 
Reader; if from one of known Immorality, the 


Good and Religious will have no regard to his 


Railings, The very knowing ſuch a Writer will 
go a great Way towards the anſwering his Argu- 
ments of this kind, Ee «©: at 

The Doctor was born in the 7/2: of England, 
and was Uncle to the Rev. Mr. 7:ndal, the Tranfla- 
tor of the Hiſtory of Monſieur Rapin Thoyras ©: 
He was deſcended, for ought I know of a very 
good Family, and. Uncle to a Clergyman (againſt 
whom 1 never heard any Objection). At his 
firſt coming to Oxford he was entered at Lincoln, 
from whence he afterwards removed to Exeter 
College, which was the College that the Weſt. 
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to. From Exeter he was in the Year 1699, 
elected one of the Fellows of All. Souls College 
in Oxford; a College which, according to its 


original Inſtitution, had always preſerved an equal 
Mixture of the Gentleman and the Scholar, and 
was never till this Time, that I could ever hear, 
tainted with any ſuch Heterodox Notions as the 
Doctor afterwards imbibed, and communicated by 
Way of Infection to ſome others of the Society. 


Ihe Doctor continued here for ſeveral Years 
without being taken Notice of for any thing parti- 


cular, beſides a ſort of Canine Appetite, which 


ſometimes occaſion'd a good deal of real Mirth, and 
- ſometimes, when his Juniors were pretty ſharp ſet, 


no more than the Shadow of it, with a juſt and well- 
grounded Indignation at the Bottom. This I pre- 
ſame was the Reaſon why a learned Gentleman, 
who hath very lately taken ſome Notice of him, 


tells thoſe to whom he was addreſſing himſelf, that 


there was a Set of Men in the. World, even in St. 
Paul's Days, who ſerved, not our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, but their own Bellies, and yet by good 
Words and fair Speeches deceived the Hearts of 
the Simple. - | 

It will be anſwered, that this is a very filly Ob- 
jection, and that it is nota Man's Fault, but either 
his Happineſs or Unhappineſs to have a good Sto- 
mach. And I reply, that this may be very true, 
and yet a modeſt and civilized Man would mode- 
rate a voracious Appetite, at leaſt in publick, that 
he might not appear ſingular, and make himſelf, 
and the goed Creatures of God, the Subjects of 


Banter and Ridicule. But to clear the Point, you 


are to obſerve, Sir, that the Fellows of All- Souls 
always dine, and Sunday and Thurſday Nights ſup, 
upon whole Diſhes, ſuch of them as are in College 


allowing equally for the Expence which thoſe 
Diſhes amount to above their ſtated Commons, ſo 


that 


4; - 
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EH, 
that the Doctor having but few Seniors, or elſe 
poſtmg himſelf at one of the lower Tables, had the 
Privilege of helping himſelf either firſt, or before 
a great many others, and as the Phraſe is of cutting 
them out; ſo that he hath many times left them but 
very little to do. but to pick their Teeth, except 
the Diſhes at the other Tables have happened to 
hold out ſo far as to afford them a Slice or two. 
I ſaw him once in particular on a Sunday or a 
Thurſday Night, I cannot fay which, ſeat himſelf 
at the Batchelors Table; the Batchelor Fellows 
had at that Time but few of their Number in 
Town, and their Supper was a Neck of Veal of a 
tolerable Size, and very ſufficient for as many mo- 
derate Men as were appointed to eat of it; it was 
the Doctor's Turn, on the Account of his Degree, 
to help himſelf firſt, and accordingly he did it to 
ſome Purpoſe, and with a Witreſs, cutting off 
all the beſt Parr of it, and putting it on his Plate, 
where he picked the Bones till there was not the 
leaſt Appearance of a Bit of Meat or Membrane 
left, and leaving the poor young Gentlemen nothing 
but the ſerag End. RE 
A facetious Gentleman who was iuſt made actual 
Fellow, Mr. We, the now very worthy Miniſter 
of Putney, being at the lower End of the Com- 
pany on one Side of the Table, and ſeeing how he 
was like to fare, called one of the Servitors to him, 
and giving him his empty Plate, ſpeaks out with a 
loud Voice, in this manner, Pray, Sir, be ſo 
* kind as to give my humble Service to one of the 
„Gentlemen at the Maſters Table, and defire him 
eto ſend me a Slice of Mutton; here's nothing 
© to be had at this Table, we have got Dr. Tindal 
among us.” c „ | 
At another Time, the Doctor being by Accident 
Senior of the Hall, and a Pig being carried to the 
Head Table by his Order, in Purſuance of his Pri- 
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vilege, as Governor of the Society then preſent, in 
the Abſence of the Sub-Warden, the reſt of the 
Fellows at that Time in Commons, ſhifted for them- 
ſelves at the other Tabjes, and left him to dine by 
himſelf. 

Before the Hall roſe, Mr. Lloyd, Berathls to that 
unfortunate Gentleman who was ſtabbed about 
thirty Years ago by a German who had invited him 

to Dinner near London, and an unlucky Wag, goes 
up to him, and told him he was ſorry to ſee that 
he had no Stomach. The Doctor anſwered with 
a Sigh, that he had not been well for ſame time, 
and alledged that for a Reafon why he could nor 
eat as he uſed to do; whereupon Mr. Lloyd took a 
Fork, and turning up the Skin which the Doctor, 
had not touched, found it to be no more than. a 
Covering to two Heaps of Bones very cleanly 
picked. Pray, Gentlemen, ſays Mr. Lloyd to the 
reſt of the Fellows, be fo ſo kind as to come hither, 
and ſec what a Rogue of a Manciple we have nor 
here, and what an impudent Trick he hath put 
upon the Doctor; he hath ſent him up the Skin 
and Bones of a Pig only, and compelled him to 
dine with Duke Humphry. Upon this the upper 
Part of the Hall was full both of Company and Mirth, 
and the Doctor took his Hat, and with a God 
damn-ye or two, left them to their further Diverſion, 
This Method of ſpunging upon, and eating up 
other People, not only once or twice or ſo, which 
might paſs for Frolick and Humour, but whenſoever 

e had Opportunity, which was as ſoon as he had 
any Number of Juniors, ſhewed a poor ſcoundrel 
Spirit, as well as a Diftregard to common Ho- 
neſty, and eſpecially when he grew to be both 
old and rich. For tho' the Fellows of AI- Sour 
are generally Gentlemen of the beſt Families, yet 
they are very often younger Brothers, or young 
Gentlemen x hole Fathers are alive, and are ch erc- 
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fore, perhaps, at beſt but moderately provided for, 
conſidering the expenſive Way of Living which 
hath long prevailed among the Members of that 
College. And beſides this, altho' a Doctor's Fel- 
lowſhip, and indeed a Maſter's, be a pretty annual 
Income, yet that of a Batchelor of Arts, or an 
Undergraduate, is but ſmall ; and therefare if the 
Doctor's ungodly Carcaſe could not be ſatisfied 
without an uncommon Quantity of Food, yet I 
know of no Reaſon that can be aſſign'd either 
from 'the Chriſtian Religion, or that of Nature, 
for compelling other People in ſuch a rude brutal 
manner to be at the Expence of it. No Man can 
be guilty of ſuch a Practice that is not a Man of 
no Principle, and void of the very loweſt Degrees 
of what we call Civil and Humane. 

In this manner, I ſay, the Doctor lived after 
he was made Fellow of All- Souls, diſtinguiſhed by 
nothing but the Inſatiableneſs of his Belly, till the 
Reign of King James the Second. That little 

| Learning which he had got in his younger Days was 
not only not improved, but almoſt loſt: Tho to 
do him Juſtice, he was a Man of good tolerable 
Second-rate Parts. 

Mr. John Silk, one of the Servitors of Al- Souls, 
and the Doctor's Amanuenſis when he wrote his 
famous Book, entitled, Je Rights of the Chriſtian 

_ Church, &c. of which I ſhall ſneak more at large 
hereafter, was a very ſtudious Lad, and being af. 
terwards preferred to a ſmall Living i in Devonſhire, 
was there taken Notice of as a Man of great and 

univerſal Learning. This Gentleman not only 
gave this Character of him; but for the Truth of 
what he aſſerted, appealed, in my Hearing, to the 
Loſt Page of the ſaid Book, where, faid he, is a 
lttl2 Greek, and ſome doubt ariſing about the ac- 
centing of it, it remains unaccented to this Day. 
This little Scrap is not taken from the W 
at 
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from a looſe Writer of the laſt Age, and the 


alot Kat £V TO ,h KA TUV! | | 

The tranſcribing this Book three times was a very 
difagreeable Task to Mr. S, but being at that 
time under Obligations to the Doctor, who was 
his Countrymen, for ſome little Favours, ſuch as 
ſtipulating for his Battles, Ec. it was not eaſy for 
him to avoid it. Theſe Things were at that 
Time neceſſary to be done by ſomebody, but the 
Doctor did not run any Hazard for him; which I 
take Notice of, leſt I ſhould be ſuſpected of 
charging him with a good Action. Nevertheleſs, 
Mr. Silk never took upon him to correct his Blun- 
ders, or to make good his Deficiencies, and there- 
fore did not interpoſe in this great Piece of Criti- 
ciſm, which hardly the moſt thick-skull'd School- 
Boy could be puzzled at. Ina Word, Mr. Se, 
who knew him the beſt of any body, declared, 
that his whole Stock of Learning was no more 
than the Gleanings of a few modern Books, and a 
great many Pamphlets ; eſpecially ſuch as had 
been written againſt the Church of England, and a 
Common-place Book of whatever he had heard 

rom any Man in Converſation that had the Luck 
to pleaſe his Fancy. | 4 

Notwithſtanding this great Worthlefſneſs and 
Want of Merit, the Doctor was not without a 
a moſt reſtleſs Ambition to raiſe himſelf in the 
World, and to be pointed at with a Dicier hic eſt; 
or, There goes the Man. 

As to his Religion, he was, till that unfortunate 
Prince before-mentioned begun his ridiculous 
Attempts to ſubvert our Conſtitution, ar leaſt in 
Profeſſion, a Zealous, or, as the modiſh Phraſe 
for ſome time hath been, a High, Church Man; 
that is, till he was betwixt Thirty and Forty Years 
of Age. But having no Hopes of doing himſelf 


any 
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any Service by honeſt and dire& Means, he came 
to the ſame Reſolution with Juno in the Seventh 
Book of Virgil's Æneids, 1 


Hiectere fi nequeo ſuperos Acheronta movebo. N 


Which is as much as to ſay, F I can get no Aſſiſtance 
from Heaven, T ll try what Friendſhip I can meet with 
from Hell. For when Popery was become che Reli- 
gion of the Court, and King James was endeavour- 
ing to bring it into the Univerſity of Oxford with 
a very high Hand, our worthy Doctor abjured the 
Proteſtant Faith and Communion, under the Name 
of Hereſy, and that too merely -out of Hopes of 
Preferment. "Sis 
There was no Danger of his loſing his Fellow- 
ſhip, for it was not as yet his. Turn to ſuffer, nei- 
ther had the Society he belonged to any Conteſt 
with the King, like that which they. had at Magda- 
len College. His Majeſty had a Deſign indeed to 
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obtrude a Warden upon them, dut this never pro- 
ceeded ſo far as to cauſe ſuch a Struggle as there 15 
was in the Caſe before mentioned; and if it had, 9 


there was no occaſion for the Fellows immediately 
to turn Papiſts to skreen themſelves from Expul- 
ſion. The Fellows of the other College, with 
whom the King acted in ſo arbitrary a manner, 
might have ſaved themſelves, for the preſent at 
leaſt, from the Effects of his Majeſty's Reſentment, 
with no more than a bare Compliance with the 
fingle Order of ſubmitting to his Mandamus rela- 
ting to the Choice of a Freſident. But ſuppoſing 
it his Majeſty's full Reſolution to have expelled by 
Degrees every Proteſtant Head and Fellow of a 
College in both Univerſities ; nay, ſuppoſing that 
it had been actually put to the Doctor's Choice, 
whether he would quit his Fellowſhip, or change 
his Religion, which Way, for God's Sake, ought. 
. 


an honeſt and ſincere Man to act? And what are 
we to think of that Man's Integrity, whoſe only 
Principle is his Intereſt? Surely ſuch a Man hath a. 
very poor Title to be heard, when he ſets himſelf 
up for a Guide to other Mens Conſciences, in Op- 
poſition to thoſe who are regularly appointed for 
that Buſineſs, and when he falls into a Fit of Raving 
againſt the Selfiſnneſs and corrupt Diſpaſition of the 
Clergy. £4. | | * 5 
= tho* the critical Time of the Doctor's Con- 
verſion doth ſufficiently point out the true and real 
Motives that induc'd him to turn Papiſt, yet he 
was by no Means willing to have it believed, that 
he was either bribed by his Hopes, or awed by 
his Fears; but, as a reverend and worthy Dignitary 
hath aſſured me, he hath, in one or other of his 
Pieces, aſſerted, that he was naturally led into this 
Error by the Principles of High Church ; which 
ridiculous and ſcurrilous Aſſertion is hardly worth 
conſidering. Nevertheleſs I ſhould be glad to be 
informed by any of the Doctor's implicit Followers, 
what High-Churchmen ever acknowledged the 
Pope's Supremacy, or his, or the Church's being 
” infallible? What High-Churchmen hold, or ever 
þ did hold, the Doctrines of Tranſubſtantiation, the 
Adoration of Saints, Images and Reliques, the 
Seven Sacraments, Purgatory, Indulgencies, Prayers 
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i and Maſſes for the Dead, Prayers in an unknown 
N Tongue, Communion in one kind, the locking up 
5 the Scriptures from the Laity, Pilgrimages, the 
. Merit of Good V orks, the Vertue of Holy Water, 


and the Truth of the Popiſn Legends, and Miracles 
which are daily pretended to be wrought in the 
Church of Rome, together with the Reaſonable- 
neſs of retaining that troubleſome Load of ſuper- 
ſtitious and ſtupid Ceremonies with which its Wor- 
ſhip is incumbered? And if no one Error of the 
Church of Re; that is, no one Principle or 
FE 5 © „ -EEAGk-.0E 
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PraQice of the Papiſts, which is controverted be? 
twixt them and Proteſtants, can be charged upon 


if it ſhall. ap- 


any conſiderable Number of them; 
pear, that the Divines of the Church of England, 
when the Doctor made Shipwreck of his Faitb, 


did, without any regard to the ſenſeleſs Diſtinction | 
of High Church and Low Church, make a bold 
and reſolute Stand againſt Popery; and if they ſtill 


ſhew themſelves of the ſame Temper, I can't ſee 
how his Diſciples can bring him off from the Im- 
putation both of Knave and Fool, for changing his 
Religion to get Preferment, and making ſuch a 
ſilly Apology for ſo doing. 


The Divines who engaged againſt Popery a lit-- 


tle before the Revolution, were Tillotſon, Stillings 
Fleet, Tenniſon, and Patrick; Sherlock, Williams, 


Clagget, Gee, Aldrich, Sharpe, Atterbury, Whitby, 


Hooper, and Wake. Some of theſe, as well as 
ſome of the Biſhops who were ſent- to the 
Tower with Archbiſhop Sancroft at the Head of 
them, are — among the Number of High- 
Churchmen ; und the learned and ingenious Dr. 
Trapp hath of late Years made a very good Figure 
in Controverſy againſt the Papiſts. 
This worthy Gentleman was preſented with his 
Doctor of Diviniry's Degree, for his great and emi- 
nent Service to the Proteſtant Cauſe, by the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, that High-Church, High-flying 
Univerſity. And J cannot but reflect with Comfort, 
that when Popery hung over them like a diſmal 
and dark Cloud, threatning Perſecution to all who 
would not renounce the Proteſtant Religion, none 
of them that were in Orders, excepting a few, 
who were thought to have been that way inclined. 
for ſeveral Years before, and therefore were 
marked out for diſſembling Hypocrites, ſuch as 


Obadiah Walker, Maſter of Univerſity College... 
and Mr. 3 of Næu-Inn-Hall; and none of the 
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Laity, 2 a few infamous Wretches, ſucli 
as Dr. Tidal and Mr. Farmer, complied with the 
Iniquity of the Times. | 10 
Mr. Farmer was a notorious Debauchee, and the 
Perſon nominated by King James, in his firſt 
Mandamus, to fill the vacant Preſidentſnip of 
Magdalen College, but rejected by the College; 
and upon a Repreſentation of his lewd Life and 
avow'd Time-ferving, dropt by the Court. And 
when Dr. Parker, Biſhop of Oxford, was nomina- 
ted by a ſecond Mandamus, in Defiance of the 
Statutes of the College, and the Laws of the 
Land; and, in Purſuance of that arbitrary diſ- 
penſing Power, which was to have deſtroyed our 
Religious and Civil Rights, the very Demys, or 
Scholars; that is, ſuch young Gentlemen as were 
of Courſe to fill up the vacant Fellowſhips, choſe 
rather to quit their preſent Poſſeſſions and future 
Expectations, than violate their Conſciences and 
betray their Truſt. 5 8 
Such as ſhewed themſelves ſo great Lovers of 
this preſent World, as to ſerve Mammon rather 
than their God, were juſtly made the Butt and 
Sport of the Wits and Wags of the Univerſity, and 
the Jeſt and Scorn of the ſerious and grave Part of 
it; and this, without doubt, gave occaſion to all that 
dull Billing (gate which is to be met with in the 
Doctor's famous Book of the Rights, Sc. in which 
he is very angry, that the Univerſity had never re- 
canted, that is, in Form, (for he can mean nothing 
elſe) that Decree which was made in the Year 1683, 
when, in all probability, the Majority of thoſe that 
made it were either dead or removed into other Sta- 
tions of Life: For who knows not what an Altera- 
tion the Space of Twenty Years makes in ſuch a 
flux Body? Whereas the worthy Doctor himſelf 
was called upon in Print in the Year 1708, to 
ew How and V ben he had again embraced the 
Is TS : Reformed 
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Reformed: Religion, and renounced the idolatrous 


Errors of the Church of Rome. But How or 
I hen this was done, tho' the Doctor is but lately 
dead, continues, for ought I can find, a Secret to 
this very Day. O the Benefit and Aﬀiſtance of a 
Forehead made of Corinthian Braſs ! | 
The Furiouſneſs and Weakneſs of King Fame: 


and his infatuated and wicked Counſellors, having 


Joon made the three Kingdoms too hot to hold 

them, the Doctor's new Religion was as ſoon out 
of Faſhion, To return to the Church of England 
with any Shew of Zeal and Sincerity, he knew was 
in vain; his being a Deſerter on ſo baſe a Prin- 
ciple, could not fail of procuring him a very cold Re- 
ception, and occaſion a conſtant Jealouſy, that the 
next favourable Opportunity would tempt him to 


play the Judas the ſecond time. His thameful go- 


ing over to the Enemy's Quarters, with no other 
Succeſs than a foul Blot upon his Character, which 
could never be got out, had therefore a quite diffe- 
rent Effect upon him from what it ought to have 
had upon an ingenuous Mind; that is, to take 
Shame upon one's ſelf, and ask Pardon both of 
God and Man. He therefore, in outward Shew, 
conformed to the Church of England, for thus 
much the keeping of his Fellowſhip required of 
him; and he was not ſo angry with Univerſities 
neither, notwithſtanding the many ſcandalous and 
abuſive Things which he hath ſaid of them, as to 


throw it up, but cantinued to eat the Founder's 


Bread to the laſt Moment of his Life. | 
But from this time forward na Expreſſions, no 
Signs of Zeal, were heard or ſeen, and he came ta 
the Chapel juſt often enough to fave his Diſtance, 
and no oftner. In ſhort, the Seeds of Infidelity, 


which Mr. Hobbs's Dilappointments had cauſed 
him to ſow, were now growing up into a plentiful 


Crop; and his Pocrines being become the Fa- 
TN : D 2 ä ſhion 
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ſhion among too many of the Nobility and Gentry, 
who were deſirous to be ſet free from the Reſtraints 
and Fetters of Religion, as they eſteemed them, 
the Doctor reſolved to be Alamode, and to culti- 
vate and improve what Mr. Hobbs and his Diſ- 
ciples had begun. And therefore he turned down- 
right Atheiſt ; tho he was deſirous, that the Gene- 
rality of Mankind ſhould imagine he had ſtopt 
ſhort at Dei/m; but he was too reſerved and cun- 
ning to profeſs himſelf a Deiſt in an explicit and 
open manner. h i 
His Profeſſion was only to be collected from 
ſome heterodox and profane Expreſſions, and the 
Tendency of his avowed Principles and Practices, 
whilſt he awkwardly ſheltered himſelf under the ſa- 
cred and abuſed Name of a Chriſtian. | 
Deiſm, or Natural Religion, ſuppoſes the Being 
of a God, with all the Attributes aſcribed to him 
by the Chriſtian Religion, as thoſe Unbelievers who 
are endeavouring to beat down the latter do and 
muſt, as long as they declare for Deiim. and talk and 
write conſiſtently, not only acknowledge, but ad- 
| vance further, and aſſign this for a Reaſon of their 
i propagating their Notions, that 'tis their Duty to 
find out and to publiſh what is pleaſing to God, 
that both themſelves and others may be able to 
put jt in Practice. | 
If therefore we are ſo charitable as to ſuppoſe, 
that the Doctor was no more than a Deiſt, and 
a that he was really ſuch, yet is not the very outward 
Joining in a Worſhip, which, according to his 
Principles, is falſe and ſuperſtitious, a prevarica- 
. ting with God, and putting Tricks upon Men? 
It the Clergy, notwithſtanding their great Skill in 
diſtinguiſhing, ' could have allowed themſelves in 
ſuch pitiful and low Arts of Diſſimulation (what if 
call it Feſultiſm a great many of them might 
have eſcaped the Fire and a Prion, and _ 
| ; other 
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other * which the furious and blind 
Zeal of their Enemies induced them to lay upon 
them. I have ſeveral times received the Sacrament 
with him myſelf, and I could never fee but that 
he received it with the ſame external Shews of De- 
cency that others did. Thus far he went in Com- 
pliance with the Statutes of the College, and in 
Good - Manners to the Congregation. But the So- 
ciety would have been more obliged to him if he 
would have reſigned what he could not keep upon 
the Conditions it was conferred on him; for eva- 
ding of Laws and Statutes is the worſt Way of 
breaking them; and if his Behaviour without 
Doors, in relation to the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
had been, at leaſt, as decent as that within: 
But his calling it Conjuration and the Grace- Cup, 
and the Offertory only paying his Club, is ſuch a 
ſhocking Piece of Rudeneſs, as no modeſt Infidel 
would be guilty of. If the Sincerity of our Un- 
believers be ſo great, that they dare not. even to 
hide or conceal their Principles ; it muſt certainly. 
follow, that they never ought to diſſemble _ 
ppon any Account whatſoever. © 
"Tis in vain to alledge, that there can be no 
Diſſimulation as long as repeated Intimations 
are given, that their Compliance with ſuch Acts 
of Religion, as the Law hath made neceſſary, is 
only for Forms Sake, aud that they mean no more 
by it than by complying with the common Forms 
of Viſiting : Becauſe thoſe Intimations, whether 
given by Books, or otherwiſe, fall among the 
Learned only, or among them chiefly, and ſuch as 
themſelves (the Unbelievers) or the Learned, 
converſe with, but rarely reach the Ears of the 
common People; who, as long as they ſee our 
great Wits give themſelves the Air of humble 
Chriſtians, take Jeſt for Earneſt, and are thereby 
ncouraged to continue in the Belief of whar their 
| | Bibles 
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as } 
Bibles and their Prieſts have told them. Even 

about ſuch a Place as All- Souls College, there are 
ſo many Servants belonging to the College in ge- 
neral, and to the Warden and Fellows, beſides 
ſuch others as take Care of the Rooms and Beds, 
and their Children and Aſſiſtants, that generally 
ſpend the whole Day, and ſome Part of the 

Night, in College, that it is a Matter of ſome Con- 
Tequente, whether theſe poor People be miſled in 
the great Aﬀair of Religion. And I could never 
find, that above one of theſe, who was particularly 
truſted by the Doctor, had any tolerable Notion 
of the Reaſons why his Name had made ſo great 
a Noiſe and Diſturbance in the World. And even 
this Perſon dared not to talk freely of the Doctor, 
or any of the Fellows, except he were in Gentle- 
mens Company, who wanted to gratify their Cu- 
rioſity in relation to the Doctor's Amours and na- 

tural Children, of which he was capable of giving 

a very ample and ſatisfactory Account. 
When I fee an Infidel in a Church or Chapel, 
and even at the Communion Table, to qualify 
himſelf for the Taking or Holding a Place or 
Employment, I can't forbear coupling him with 
thoſe honeſt Men the GHoificłs, who, as St. Epi- 
phanins tells us, made it lawful for Men, in Caſe 
of Perſecution, to forſwear their Religion; al- 
ledging, that it was caſting of Pearl before Swine to 
expoſe themſelves to Danger before the Heathen 
Governors. But what Need is there of many 
Words, ſince he expreſly owns ſuch Compliances to 
be unlawful“? But ie will be ſaid, perhaps, that 
J am raſh and uncharitable in charging the Doc- 
tor with Atheiſm, which is the Complex of all 
Villany whatſoever; ſince he not only acknow- 
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ledges a God in bis Writings, but ſpeaks. of him 
with Reverence, and with as great a Degree of it 
too, as the moſt pious Chriſtian can poſſibly do. 
And therefore I obſerve, that when it ſerves his 
Turn, be likewiſe gives himſelf the Air of a Chri- 
ſian, and is not aſhamed to pretend to a Reſpect 
the Clergy of the Church of England; that is, 
ſuch of them as diſowned all Independency of the 
Church upon the State. There is, God be 
thanked, but a very ſmall Number of theſe; and 
theſe too have ſeen by this Time how far this wor- 
thy Doctor eſteems them. But to come to the 
Point; Whoſoever will give himſelf the Trouble 
to look into the Memoirs of the late famous Earl 
of Rocheſter, written by Biſhop Burner, will find, 
that the Deiſm of thoſe Times, in which the Doc- 
tor received his Taint, was downright Atheiſm, 
or very little ſhort of it. | 50 
As to the Supreme Being, ſaith the Biſhop, 
* he (the Earl) had always ſome Impreſſion 
of one; and profeſſed often to one, that he 
had never known an entire Atheiſt, who fully 
believed there was no God. Yet when he 
* explained his Notion of this Being, it amounted 
© to no more than a vaſt Power, that had none 
of the Attributes of Goodneſs or Juſtice, we 
© aſcribe to the Deity : Theſe were his Thoughts 
about Religion, as himſelf told me. For Morali- 
ty, he freely owned to me, that tho! he talked of 
c it, as a fine Thing, yet this was only becauſe he 
I thought it a decent Way of ſpeaking ; and that 
as they (himſelf and Companions) went always 
in Clodths, though in their Frolicks they would 
© have choſen ſometimes to have gone naked, if 
* they had not feared the People; ſo tho' ſome of 
them found it neceſſary for human Life to talk 
of Morality, yet he confeſſed they cared not for 


ir 


1 1 
it further than the Reputation of it was neceſſary 
for their Credit and Affairs. P. 2), 28. 


Mr. Parſons, in his Sermon preached at the Fu- 


neral of this Noble Perſon, tells us, that, among 


other great Impieties for which his Spirit was 
wounded, and his Conſcience was full of Terrors, 


this was one, which he gives us in his Lordſhip's 
own Words. | | 

One Day, at an Atheiſtical Meeting, at a 
* Perſon of Quality's, I undertook to manage the 
© Cauſe, and was the principal Diſputant againſt 
© God and Piety, and for my Performances re- 
* ceived the Applauſe of the whole Company.” 


P. 23. | 
And in his Declaration recited in the ſame Ser 
mon, p. 32. he warns all thoſe whom he had drawn 
into Sin by his Example and Encouragement, in 
the Name of God, and as they regarded the Wel- 
fare of their immortal Souls, no more to deny his 
Being or his Providence. This unfortunate Noble- 
man died in the Year 1680; and, alas! it appears 
but too plainly, that his Converſion had nor thar 


Effect which all good Men hoped for and ex- 


pected. 

Biſhop Burnet tells us, p. 110. of the Book be- 
fore-mentioned, ** that to defeat the good Ends of 
* Divine Providence by it upon others, as well as 


on himſelf, it was given out, that it was Part of 
© his Diſeaſe, and that the Lowneſs of his Spirits 


ce made ſuch an Alteration in him, that he was 
ce not what he had formerly been; and that ſome 


* carried the Matter to far as to ſay, that he died 
© mad.” And in the next Page he ſays, — © Ir 


© is to be feared, that ſome may have ſo far 

© ſeared their Conſciences, and exceeded the 

common Meaſures of Sin and Infidelity, that 
& neither his Teſtimony, nor one coming from the 

% Dead, would fignify much towards their Con- 

| | viction. 
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A viction. That this Lord was either mad f 


* ſtupid; is thing ſo notoriouſly untrue, that it 
is the greateſt Impudence for any tllat were 
* about him to report it; and a very unreaſdn- 
* able Credulity in others to believe itt. 

From Hence it appears, what the Principles of 


the fine Gentlemen, who affected to be called 


Deiſts, were in and after the Year 1680, and the 
Doctor's Attachment to theſe Miſcreints muſt be 
dated from the Revolution, which happened about 


eight Years after. And 'tis very well known in 


the Univerſity of Oxford, that the Doctor, tho, 


generally ſpeaking, very ſhy and reſerved, wodid, 


in ſome Company, acknowledge the Being of a 
God, and urge the Creation as a Proof of it; and 
yet, how monſtrous ſoeverit may appear to others, 
ſpeak very doubtfully of the Interpofition of Pro- 
vidence. WEE +> 80 5 x 
In Companies where he thought lie was certain 
he could make free, he uſed to endeavour to 
make the Notion of a God ridiculous. He uſed 


to argue upon this Head in the following manner: 


There can't be two Infinites. Which, in a certain 


Senſe that will ſoon be explained, is readih 
granted. And having laid down this as an indiſ- 
putable Maxim, he went on to obſerve, that the 


Notion which we had of God was, that he was an 
Infinite Being; and that if any ſuch Being were 
ſuppoſed, it muſt follow, that there muſt be Infi- 
nite Space for him to be or ſubſiſt in; and then it 
muſt follow, that there were two Infinites, which, 


he ſaid, was a Contradiction. In this filly ſophiſti- 


cal manner did this vain Man endeavour to argue 

the Almighty out of his Exiſtence. | 
But here lies the Fallacy, pitiful as it is; Space 
is obtruded upon as a Being, whereas, when 
applied to Almighty God, it is only a Mode or 
Attribute. A Man might as well make Infinite 
h | E | Mercy, 
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Mercy, or Infinite Juſtice, or any other Attribute 


of the Godhead, an Argument that there is no 
God, as Infinite Space. Which is what the Natu- 


raliſts call a Vacuum or Void; that is, nothing in 


itſelf but Room to contain whatſoever it ſhall pleaſe - 
'God to place in it, as he hath the Heavens and the 
Earth, and whatſoever belongs to them ſince the 
Beginning of the Creation. ä r 

I do not tell you, Sir, that the Doctor did pro- 


feſſedly, and in a blunt manner, endeavour to 


prove there was no God; no, Sir, even Dr. Tindal 
was not arrived to ſuch a conſummate Pitch of 
Impudence. The Motions of this ſort of 
Wretches are always ſerpentine and indirect ; and 
as they endeavour to undermine this Church in 
particular, and Chriſtianity in general, under Pre- 
rence of defending both, 1o they endeavour to in- 
fe& us with Atheiſm before we perceive it; and 
undertake to confirm us in it, by-convincing us, 
that there is a God. For having owned a God, 
and, what is more, having proved that there is 
one too, in order to take off fram the ſhocking 
Opinion which we have of Atheiſm, they go on 
and deſcribe that God which they have before ac- 
knowledged, and thereby leave us nothing to fear 
but human Laws, and natural and accidental Misfor- 
tunes; and nothing to worſhip, without being 
guilty of the moſt ſtupid Idolatry. For their God 
is at laſt the famous 73 my; or, the Univerſe ; or, 
as they ſometimes expreſs themſelves, one only 
extended or material Subſtance differently modi- 
hed. This Hypotheſis is the Ground, the Founda- 
tion, the Baſis, the ſingle Point, upon which both 
the ancient and modern Atheiſm ſtands. In a 
Word, Sir, the Doctor's Atheiſtical Principles 
were {o well known in College, that he could bear 
to be reproach'd for them in publick Company, 
without the leaſt Appearance of Reſentment. 


The 


The Day on which we comemmorate the Mu- 


nificence of our pious Founder, is Al Soul Day, 
or the next Day after the Feaſt of All-Saints. 


This is our Grand Gaudy, or Feaft-Day, when all 


the Society is together, and a great many Gentle- 
men from other Colleges and our of the Country, 
are invited to dine with us.” Upon. one of . theſe 


Days a Stranger that fat at the Table where the 


Doctor was, happened in the Heat of his Diſcourſe 
to let fly an Oath, for which he was rebuked by 
one of the Fellows in the following manner : Pray, 
Sir, don't ſwear; bere's Dr. Tindal, who does not 


believe in God, and be'll be affrented. To which 


the Doctor made no Reply. | 

| He was not, to do him Juſtice, ſo unmannerly 
as to be conſtantly obtruding his Notions upon other 
People; neither did he ſeem to be over-buly in his 
Endeavous to make Proſelytes, which appears ſince 
to be nothing but Art, for People are not to be 
teized out of their Opinions; and a wrangling diſ- 


putatious Humour in Converſation makes Men 


more tenacious of their Opinions than they other- 
wiſe would be. 1 f EY 

But how zealous he really was for the Devil's 
Intereſt, may be ſeen by his continuing to ſcribble 
for him, even to his laſt Gaſp. I thank God he 
made but few Converts in the College; I think 
their Number was but four. . 

The firſt that I ſhall mention is Sedgwick Harri- 
ſon, Doctor of Civil Law, and late Prof: flor of 
Hiſtory in the Univerſity. This Man's Principles 
and Morals were indeed as bad, if not worſe, than 
Dr. Tindat's. But it muſt be confeſſed, that tho' his 
Learning was ſlight and ſuperficial, yet he was really 
a Man of Parts, Wit and Humour ; and his Con- 
verſation was very agreeable, if it may not be ſaid, 
that he laughed too ſoon and too loud at his own 
Jeſts. This Gentleman went one Day, with ſome 

E . others, 
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others, to wait on Dr. Tiudal, 9-4 was then . a 
very ill State of Health. Doctor, yaur humble 
Seryant, faith the Profeſſor, at his rſt Entrance. 
into the Chamber, we are come to ſee how you do. 
Pray how is it with you? 1 thank you, Sir, reply d 
the Poctor, for your kind Vibr; and as to my 
Health, I believe I am a dying Man. Are you, 
. ſaid Dr. Harriſon, and what do you think will 
ecome of you? Why you'll as certainly be 

damn'd as you are now alive. Upon this the 
Noctor imagined, that ſuch as were indeed his 
Diſciples, only pretended to be ſo by Way of Sncer 
and Banter, and was really in as great an Agony, 
as the Jayler in the Acts of the Apoſtles, when he 
cry d out to St. Paul and Has, Chap. xvi. ver. 30. 
Sire, IF hat muſs I do to be ſaved?” He was in 
the utmoſt Terror to think, that he muſt ſoon ap- 
pear before that God, whom he had fo outrage- 
ouſly offended. But inſtead of recommending 
Faith and Repentance, Harriſon fell a laughing at 
him, as a poor puſilanimous old Wretch, that 
was afraid of his own Shadow. And I could ne- 
ver hear for certain, that he had the leaſt Inclina- 
tion towards Repentance afterwards. I have been 
credibly informed indeed, that Dr. Dodd, a very 
{ober, and pious, and worthy Phyſician, formerly 
one of the Fellows of the College, told him, that 
he would certainly recant before he died; and that 
a dangerous Fit of Sickneſs would furniſh bim with 
a new Set of Principles. To which he anſwered, 
that he deſired the Doctor to be with him, if pol- 
fible, when he made his Exit; and, if he were in 
his right Senſes, he ſhould hear him perſiſt in the 
Principles he then profeſſed, with his laſt Breath. 
Whether the Doctor attended him or not, I can- 
nat 5; neither can I report any thing certain 
cancerning - his Rehaviour in his la Sickneſs : 
W hat I have met with was from a Perſon c of Qua- 


ly 


124 
lity, of an advanced Age, who ſaid, he was in- 
formed, he departed with a ſort of a Prayer or 
Ejaculation, in theſe Words, if there be a God, 
I deſire him ta have Mercy upon me, Which-Ac> 

count, if true, is ſome Proof, that Dr. Dodd was 
not altogether miſtaken in his Gueſſes; and might 
ſerve as a Check to thoſe deluded Followers of his, 
who are as yet alive and in Health, and have 
Time and Opportunity to reconcile themſelves ta 
God, by a hearty, and ſincere, and publick Re- 
pentance. But what I quoted before, out of 
Biſhop Burnet, in relation tc my Lord Rocheſter, 
is a common Caſe. This ſort. of Men comfont; 
themſelves always with a Piece of Cant, which runs 
through the whole Fraternity, That no Head is to 
be given to the Words of dying Men; and yet very 

. often ſqueek (as the Phraſe is) when it comes to 

de their own Turn. Contemptible Inſtances of 

Folly, and Obduration ! like Oliver's Judges, 
who betrayed a Want both of Honeſty and Cou- 
rage, and wanted the latter, becauſe they were de- 
ſtitute of the former. But to proceed; + 

Another of the Doctor's Diſciples was a young 
Barriſter at Law, of excellent Parts, and great 
Abilities, in the Way of his Profeſſion, whoſe: 
Learning was as deep as the Doctor's was ſhallow, 
and to whom the Doctor was thought to be very 
much beholden, when he was compiling the famous 
Book of The Rights, &c. His Father was an Or- 
nament to the Bench, and he himſelf was, in all 
other Reſpects beſides his pernicious Principles, a 
Credit to the Bar. But the beſt things corrupted 
become the worſt, Nevertheleſs, in pity to his 
tragical End, for he fell by his own Hands, a lit- 
tle before Autumn, in the Year-1712;; and in re- 
ſpect to his Relations, I ſpare the mentioning of. 


| The 


ä — an 


| LOWS ĩ ͤ 
The third Man ſuſpected, was likewiſe one of 
the long Robe: His defending one of the Doctor's 
beloved Vices in publick Company, and doing a 
little waſpiſh Thing by a Gentleman, who was 
prodnced as a Witneſs againſt him, gave the Handle 
for this Suſpicion. But as he is ſtill alive, as he 
really is one of the compleateſt Gentlemen for 
Temper, Candour, Generoſity and Good-Nature, 
that ever my Eyes beheld ; and, as I hope, that 
the Grace of God, and good Arguments, having 
fo good a Diſpoſition to work upon, have, by this 
time, altered his Sentiments, no more ſhall be ſaid 
of him in this Place. = K 
The fourth is, that poor, troubleſome, uneaſy 
Creature, who was ſaid to be the natural Off- 
ſpring of a certain noble Peer, now in Exile. Of 
this Man I could ſay a great deal, if twas worth 
ſaying ; but as he hath been a great many Years 
at the Bottom of the Sea, tis not worth my while 
to bring him any further than the Surface of the 
Water. Mere Contempt would have prevailed on 
me to paſs him by, if he had not had the ſtupid 
Folly, and unparallel'd Impudence, to compare 
The Rights, &c. to the Bible, When tliat ſcan- 
dalous Book was ordered to be burnt, he flew into 
a. Paſſion, and ſaid, He wondered what they 
would burn next, except they burnt the ſacred 
Book before mentioned. Which was taken Notice 
of by one of the young Gentlemen the next Satur- 


day, in a Delamation in theſe Words; —— Et 


uoſdam cognovimus Atheos qui poſt dira Eccleſiæ 
3 ſacras tantum ſupereſſe literas flammis traden- 
das dicunt; which, excepting the putting the 
Plural Number inſtead of the Singular, is a Recital 
of our ſpurious young Nobleman's Speech. | 
This leads me to ſpeak a little more at large of 
this Book, which I have already, and fo often, 
had occaſion to mention. The Doctor was ob- 

9111 3 ſerved 
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ſerved to be more than ordinarily buſy, and per- 
ceiving that the Society were deſirous to know 
what he was about, he gave us to underſtand, that 
he was preparing a Book for the Preſs, which was 
to ſap the very Foundations of the Church of 
England, and what not. It was ſoon found out, 
that tho the Doctor was to work up the Materials 
which this terrible Piece was to conſiſt of, yet a 
great many of theſe were ſupplied by others in Ox- 
ford, and London, and even Holland; which is the 
Reaſon why one of his Adverſaries calls him, 
Legion Sir. It was a long time before this aban- 
doned Club of Deiſts, or Atheiſts, could agree 
what to publiſh ; a great many things were daſh'd 
out, and others inſerted ; and, as I intimated be- 
fore, Mr. Sil (for I had it from his own Mouth) 
tranſcribed it from the Doctor's Copy three times: 
In the mean time, a great many Journies were 
taken to London; and after the Book was finiſhed, 
which was to. deſtroy. our Spiritual Babylon, as 
they no leſs fooliſhly than impudently ſtyle the 
Church of England, it was a long time before they 
could agree upon a Title; which at laſt was drawn 
up, as it now ſtands, in the Language of Judas to 
our Bleſſed Saviour in the Garden, when he be- 
trayed him to his Perſecutors, with Hail, Maſter, 
and a Kiſs. Mr. Silk told me moreover, that the 
Book and Pre face, if taken to Pieces, was nothing 
but a Farrago, or Collection, out of ſuch looſe 
Pamphlets, as one abandoned and malicious Scrib- 
bler or other had wrote againſt this Church; and 
that, in che Space of a few Weeks, he could eaſily 
give every Bird. his own Feather, He obſerved 
likewiſe, with a great deal of Juſtice, that they had 
all of them been ſolidly and ſufficiently anſwered ; 
and that the Doctor and his Friends had been ſo 
diſingenuous as to take no Notice of thoſe Anſwers. 
And Dean Hicks tells us, that the Reader will find 
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-a full Anſwer to this Book in 116 ſmall Octavo 
Pages, of the firſt Part of a Book printed at Lon- 
don, in the Year 1681, intitled, The Caſe of the 
Obureh of England, by S. P. that is, above 20 
Tears before it was in being. Anſwer to the 
Rights, &c. p. 9, and p. 137, the Dean makes the 

very ſame Complaint that Mr. $/Jk has. I 
4 cannot but obferve, ſaith he, for the Honour 
© of this worthy Author, that it is one of his frau- 
* dulent Practices to write after, and out of other 
© Books, that have been already confuted, with- 
out taking Notice of the Anſwers to them, as I 
fall hercafter nem. £ 
The Dean had juſt before detected him in ſteal- 
ing a great Part of a Book, intitled, The Principles 
of the Proteſtant Religion explained, in a Letter of 
Reſolution to 4 Lady, which was fully refuted in a 
Book, intitled, he Neceſſity of Church Communion. 
Printed by A. and J. Churchill, 1%. 
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The Preface to The Rigbis, &e. is an At- 
tempt to prove the King's Supremacy in all Cauſes, 
Exclefiaſtical as well as Civil, according to the 
Laus of this Realin, And this the Doctor knew, 
that Archbiſhop Laud himſelf, and all the Clergy 
of the Church of England, did always allow and. 
ſabſcribe to, and indeed plead for. The Arch- 
biſhop ſays, in his Book againſt Fer, p. 134, 
That every Soul ought to be ſubject to the Higher 
P6wer, Rom. xiii. - And the Higher Power there 

mentioned is the Temporal, and that the ancient 
Pathers come in with a full Conſent : That every 
Su comprehends there, all without Exception; all 
Spiritual Men, even to the higheſt Biſhop ; and in 
ritual Cauſes too, ſo the Foundations of Faith 
and Good-Manners be not ſhaken: And where 
they are ſhaken, there ought to be Prayer and Pa- 
tience, there ought not to be Oppoſition by 
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Emperors and Kings are cuflodes utriuſque Tabile v 
They to whom the Cuſtody and Preſervation ot 
both Tables of the Law for Worſhip to God and 
ty to Man are committed. A Book of the 
Law was by God's own Command in Myſes his 
Time to be given the King, Deut. xvii. 18. The 
Kings under that Law, but ſtill according to it, 
did proceed to neceſſary Reformations in Church- 
Bufſinefles 3 and therein commanded the very 
Priefts themſelves, as appears in the Acts of He- 
2ekiah and Joſiab, who yet were never cenfur'd 
to this Day for uſurping the High Prieſt's Office. 
"The greateſt Emperors for the Church's Honour, 
T heodofius the Elder, and Juſtinian, and Charles 
the Great, and divers others, did not only med- 
dle now and then, but did enact Laws to the 
great Settlement and Increaſe of Religion in 
their ſeveral Times, p.134, 135. And notwith- ' 
ſtanding our Author's malicious and wiltul Mif- 
conſtruction, p. 48, 49, the Archbithop aſſerted 
the very ſame Thing in the Star=Chamber at the 
Cenfure of Baſtwick. i Pare 
Our being Biſhops jure divino, by divine 
© Right, takes nothing from the King's Right 
or Neuer over us. Por though our Office be 
from God and Chriſt immediately, yet may we 
not exerciſe that Power, either of Order or Ju- 
e riſdictron, but as God hath appointed us; that 
„is, not in his Majeſty's or any Chriſtian King's 
Kingdom, but by, and under the Power of 
the King given us ſo to do. 15 
But ſuch a Supremacy as this will not ſerve 
che Doctor's Turn; he would have the Laws 
mean, that the King is in ſuch a Cafe Supream; 
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that the Clergy, have their Orders from him as 
much as Civil and Military Officers have their 
Commiſſions, and that the former may be annul- 
led at Pleaſure, as well as the latter. And all 
this in Spite of the Thirty-ſeventh Article of our 
Church, which being Part of the Statute Laws 
of this Kingdom, and drawn up and confirm'd 
by Act of Parliament on purpoſe to put an End 
to the Diſputes which had been upon this Head, 
one would have thought ſufficient to explain the 
true Meaning of the Legiſlature : And ſo indeed 
it is to any fair and impartial Enquirer after 
Truth. The Queen's Majeſty, faith the Ar- 
« ticle, hath the Chief Power in this Realm of 
« England, and other her Dominions unto whom. 
© the Chief Government of all Eſtates of this 
Realm, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
“ in all Caſes doth appertain, and is not, nor 
«< ought to be ſubject to any Foreign Juriſdic- 
« tion. Where we attribute to the Queen's 
© Majeſty the Chief Government, by which Ti- 
« tles we underſtand the Minds of ſome ſlande- 
rous Folks to be offended; we give not to 
our Princes the Miniſtring either of God's 
Word or of the Sacraments, the which Thing 
the Injunctions alſo lately ſet forth by Eliza» 
d Feth our Queen, do moſt plainly teſtify; but 
that only Prerogative which we ſee to have 
been given always to all Godly Princes in Ho- 
« ly Scripture by God himſelt ; that is, that they 
« ſhould rule all Eſtates and Degrees committed 
<« to their Charge by God, whether they be Ec- 
« clchaftical or Temporal, and reſtrain with the 
Civil Sword the ſtubborn and Evil Doers. ” 

The wily Doctor takes Notice of this in the 
Forty-third Page, but is ſo cunning as to expreſs 
himſelf, not in the Language of the Article, . 
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Kis own, which is neither as ſtrong nor as clear 
as the Article itſelft. EF DE TE TORR 
In a Word, faith he, that the Clergy of the 
National Church have no independent Power 
(he means no Power but what they derive from 
the Prince) is ſo very -plain;from the Laws af 
© the Land, that all which is pretended to the 
.contrary is, that our Princes do not preach or 
« adminiſter the Sacraments, but that the Laws 
leave this in the National Church to the Cler- 
« gy, excluſively of all others. And then he 
goes on to obſerve, . "That this does not prove 
that they are more independent than Lawyers, 
“ Phylicians, and Men of other Profeſſions and 
« Employs, to:whom the Laws allow the ſame 
« Privilege; that they are like others, ſubject to 
« the Laws in the Exereiſe. of their Function; 
that the King can't judge in Perſon, and yet 
all Judges derive their Commiſhons-from- him; 
« and that Princes may, and have been of Old, 
© by the Clergy themſelves, termed Paftores Pa- 
« florum, Epiſcopi Epiſcoporum, Pontifices Maximi, 


— 


« Vicarii Dei, &c. | 

I anſwer therefore, that the 'Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles are not only Part of our Laws, but likewiſe 
Articles of Religion; and what they declare, as 
to this Matter, is ſuppoſed to be founded upon 
the Word of God, or dedlarative of what Reli- 
ion had determined .antecedently to the Laws 
of the Land. The Compilers of the Articles 
have taken ſo much Care to be clear in this Mat- 
ter, that the Doctor makes a very hard Shift to 
miſunderſtand them. He takes no Notice of that 
Prerogative which we ſee to have been given always 
20 all Godly Princes in Holy Scripture by God him- 
elf, by vrhich the Power of our Princes in/Reli- 
gious Matters is to be meaſur d. 


F 4 Did 


\ 


. 361 
Did the Priefts then under the Mſoſairal Diſpen- 
ſat. on derive their Prieſthood from the Prince or 


 CiviF Power? One would think that the Caſe of 


King Uzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 16. Ec. to ſay no- 


thing of other Inſtances, is a ſufficient Proof that 


there were Things which a Prieſt might do, and 
a King might not; and that the Sacerdotal is 
not included in the Regal Office, nor derived 
trom thence, but is of a diſtinct Nature and In- 
ſtitution. 4 er 
As to the Titles which he faith the Clergy 
themſelwes have given to Princes, their having it 
in their Power to compel the Clergy to do their 


Duty, and to puniſh them if they do not, and to 


give Directions and enact Laws even in Eceleſi- 
uſtical Affairs, and conſequently to overſee the 


Biſhops themſelves, will very well juſtify thoſe 


Titles or Compliments in a ſober and quality'd 
Senſe. The Titles of Kings and other Great 
Men have ſo much of Flourith and Court Rhe- 
torick in them, which though grounded upon 
very honeſt Rules of Policy, make but a poor 
Figure in a ſcholaſtick Diſputation, in which we 
are or ſhould be endeayouring to find out what is 
ſtrictly and literally true. sf a 

It is not my Deſign, neither have J Room in 
this Letter, to take this pernicious and ungodly 
Book, Of the Rights, &c. to Pieces. This is the 
main Drift and Deſign of the Preface, and you 
ſee how eafily tis overthrown I ſhall, however, 
lingle out a few of thoſe notable Poſitions that 


are contained in it, and theſe; I will take care, 


mall be ſuch as he was moſt concern'd to make 


2 Out. B \ 


He attempts in hĩs firſt Chapter to ſhew, That 
the Palſibility of Two independent Powers in the 


ſame Society, is repugnant to the Nature of 


Things; and by eſtabliſhing of this Own, 


(1 
the Church of England is to be entirely blown 
up into the Air. But as terrible as he is in his 
'Threatnings, I thank God he's very merciful as 
to his Proots. | | | 21 

The firſt Thing that he lays down as a Maxim 
in this Caſe is abſolutely falſe. © All indepen- 
dent Power, he ſays, muſt be Supream. But 
_ why ſo? The Parliament of Eugland is an inde- 
pendent Power, and yet the King, another in- 
dependent Power, 1s Supream. | 172 
His next Argument is as trifling, and equally 
contrary to Matters of Fact. There can't be 
* ſuch Powers, becauſe they may lay People un- 
der different Obligations, as it — at 
Edinburgh 1581; the independent Kirk com- 

« manding a Paſt on the ſame Day the King had 
« obliged the Citizens to treat the Embaſtadors 
aof the French King at a ſplendid Dinner. 
Ihe Doctor needed not to have gone beyond 
the Tiveed for an Inſtance. Our own Nation 
hath ſupply'd us with one of much later Date. 
I mean, the memorable Claſhing betwixt the two 
Houſes of Parliament in the Year 1641. The 
Lords having in vain deſired the Commons to 
join with them in a Declaration for the ſuppreſ- 
ling of Tumults occationed by the cold Recep- 
tion which the Bill tor diſabling all Perſons in 
Holy Orders from exerciling any Temporal Juriſ- 
diction, met with in their Lordſhip's Houle, by 
the Advice of the Judges, appointed a Writ to 
be directed to the Sheriffs and Juſtices, upon di- 
vers Statutes, to ſuppreſs all tumultuous Reſort; 
in Obedience to which, the Juſtices appointed the 
Conſtables and others to attend about Heſtminfler, 
to hinder that unlaw ful Conflux of People which 
came thither to awe the Parliament: This was no 

ſooner done, but the Conſtables and Juftices of the 
| Peace were ſent for by the Houſe — 

12 | | an 
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and the ſetting forth a Watch was voted to be a 
Breach of Privilege; and before any Conterence 
with the Lords, by whoſe Direction that Legal 
Writ iflued out, the Watch were diſcharged, 
and one of the Juſtices, for doing his Duty ac- 
cording to that Writ, was ſent to the Tower. 
Here are two independent Powers claſhing and 
interfering with each other; and yet they are ſtill, 
and may they ever remain, two Excellent, Au- 
uſt, and Bleſſed Branches of the Legiſlature. 


* * 


is true, indeed, that when two or more inde- 


pendent Powers, in the ſame Society, do not 
Keep within their proper Bounds, ſuch Inconve- 


niencies as theſe muſt unavoidably ariſe : But 


then the Queſtion is, Whether the Inconvenien= . 


cies ariſing from an Arbitrary, Deſpotick Go- 
vernment be not greater? If the Doctor's Diſci- 
ples think not, they have mine, and, I believe, 
every honeſt Man's Conſent, to croſs the Water 


to fuch Places as have Governments adapted to 


their own Taſte and Principles. 

The People, when they are under ſuch an 
Unhappineſs as to be commanded one Way by 
one Power, and another Way by a Second, to 
fay nothing of a Third, muſt undoubtedly be ve- 
ry much perplexed ; but there are Rules which 
Will ſerve to guide every Good Man as far forth 
as is neceſſary, in Order to keep a good Conſci- 
ence. As for Inſtance, when the Lords com- 
manded one Thing, and the Commons another, 
ſuch Perſons as were affected by thoſe different 
Commands ought to have enquir'd where the 
Truth and Law lay, and to have behav'd them- 
felves accordingly. "Tis likewiſe a good Rule, 


that the Command of an Inferior muſt, generally 
ſpeaking, give Way to that of a Superior: And 
therefore, though the Kirk of Scotland ſhould 
require the People to faſt on the very Day * 
"h the 
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the Civil Power commands them to feaſt, the 
Civil Power is undoubtedly to be obey d, as being 
the Higher Power, and acting within the Bounds 
of its Authority: But this gives the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate no Authority to invade the Offices of the 
Biſhop and his Clergy, in ſuch Caſes as never 
were a Part of his Office or Commiſſion. And 
upon this Foot we condemn ſuch Biſhops and 
others as leave their own Country in Diſobedience 
to the known Prohibition of their Prince, in Or- 
der to meet at General Councils, and withal de- 
tend Azariah and his Fourlcore Brethren tor 
withſtanding their King in his Sacrilegious In- 
vaſion of the Prieſt's Office; and telling him, 
That it appertained not to him to burn lacenſe 
to the Lord, but to the Prieſts, the Sons of 
Aaron, who were conſecrated for that Purpoſe, 
Abreu. vi. 1. 3. 711 = 
It may not be amiſs, in this Place, to add a 
tew Queſtions and Anſwers of the preſent Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, in his Expoſition or Com- 
mentary on the Church Catechiſm, p. 110. 


Q. M hat if the Civil Power ſball command 
nne to do that which is contrary to my Duty to- 
« wards God © | _ 
A. I muſt in that Caſe obey God rather than 
Man, Ads iv. xix. v. 18, 29, 41. If for this 
„I ſhall be puniſhed, I muſt patiently yield to 

it, and glority God, that he has thought me 
« worthy to ſuffer for my Duty to him, Exodus i. 


* 15,17. Dan. iii, v. 14, 16, 17. Chap. vi. v. 


« 6.0 30s 16. % 94 | 
Wo 4 What if auy Difference ſbould ariſe in the 
„Commonwealth, of which I am a Member, be- 
« tween the Prince and the People & , © 
& 4. I muſt carefully examine where the Right 
lies, and act ſo, as is moſt agreeable to the 


L N 


| 


Rules of Religion fir; an? (where they 88 


* fear) to the Laws, and Condtivution' of the 
State to which 1 belong. Te | 


Theſe Rules of the Archbiſhop a are analy ap- 
plicable, whether the Diſpute ariſe betwixt the 
Prince and his Eccletiaſtical, or betwixt him and 


his Lay Subjects, tor both of them are equally his 


People; and the Doctor may as well argue, that 
all Property is in the Prince, as he may, that 
there cannot be any Power independent ot him; 
and the fame Reaſoning will make as good a Fi- 
gure in one Calc as in the other. Infinite have 
been the Struggles betwixt the Prerogative of 
'the Prince, and the Liberty, Property, and Pri- 
vileges of the Subject; and when thoſe . 
ay happened, a great many honeſt Men have 
been in Do ubt 3 Way they were to act; 

and yet, contounded be the Devices of the Man 
that endeavours to deſtroy either. | 

But if we were to grant that the Clergy have 
no Power, no Being as ſuch, but what they de- 


pend upon the Prince for, yet one would think 


them pretty tolerably fate, as long as they have 
a Prince of their own Religion-upon the Throne, 
it the Doctor and his Party, and all their Ene- 


mies, would abide by what he fays, p. 21. where 


he grants, that the Civil Magiſtrate may-appoint 
or ordain Miniſters. And th 


more abſurd than to exclude him Gant + a Right 


at nothing can be 


ol authorizing Perſons publickly to mind him of 
what he owes.to his Subjects, and them of thoſe 


Duties they are to render to him and ene-ano- 
Ther, and the Motives and Reaſons on which 
They are founded. 'But P- 24, he aſſerts, That all 
Men in forming themſelves into Societies for the 
Worlhip of God are in a natural State, neither 
Eringe nor — having any more Power 2 
| the 
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the Peaſant, than he has over either of them. 
And p. 14, he declares it to be fuch a Right as 
no human Power can depriye them of; and he 
talks in a ſly Manner of detending it by Force of 
Arms. And p. 361, he makes Ordination to be 
no more than the Choice of the People; and aſ- 
ſerts, That it doth naturally and ot Courſe be- 
long to them to chuſe Eccleſiaſtical Officers: So 
that, according to this Doctrine, we have as 
many. independent Powers as there are Men, 
Women and Children in the Kingdom. But to 
* proceed ; though the Power of making Canons 
be denied to the Clergy, yet as our Canons and 
other Ecclefiaſtical Laws have received the Sanc- 
tion of the Civil Power, our Rites, and Cere- 
monies, and Church Diſcipline are as yet, God 
be thanked, ſecure, and are likely to remain ſo, 
even upon the Doctor's Hypot heſis of the Impoſſi= 
bility of any more than one independent Power 
in the ſame Society, if thoſe of the Doctor's 
Stamp would religiouſly adhere to it. But theſe 
Gentlemen mind Principles no further than they 
can do Miſchief with them, and therefore are 
not to be pent up in this Manner. 
The Doctor tells us, © "Tis a grand Miſtake 
« to ſuppoſe the Magiftrate's Power extends to 
s indifferent Things, p. 15. Notwithſtanding . 
Mr. Silk's Minority, and the Diftance which is 
uſually kept betwixt Fellows of Colleges and Ser- 
vitors, he was ſo ſhock'd at this impudent and 
ſenſeleſs Propoſition, that he could not forbear 
entering into a Diſpute with him, and alledging, 
That if the Magiſtrate had not a Power in indifs 
ferent Things, he could hardly perceive that he 
had any Power at all. For tis certain, that his 
Authority conſiſts, for the moſt Part, in command- 
ing Things indifferent, and that without a Right 
to command ſuch Things, tis impoſſible any 
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Form of Government ſhould be eftabliſh'd os pro- 
ſery'd. And if Princes were only allow'd to com- 


; 


mand or forbid that which is in itſelf Good or 


Evil, they would db no more than apply and 
publith the Law of God ; and there could be no 
Occaſion for St. Peter's Exhortation, 1 Pet. ii. 
13. Submit yourſelves to every Ordinance of 
Man for the Lord's Sake, whether unto the King 
as Supream, or unto Governors as thoſe who are 
ſent by him. | 1 

Mr. Silks Reaſoning is very juſt and ſtrong, 
for indeed he had a very clear rational Head, 
and had endeavuured rather to improve his na- 
tural than to be a great Proficient in artificial 


Logick ; aud I have often heard him ſay, That 


* 


the beſt Way, in Order to diſpute well, was to . 


read polemical or contre erſial Books. He had 
not only all the Caſuiſts of any Note on his Side, 
but the Opinions of all Divines, and perhaps all 
Chriſtians, down to our late unhappy Times of 
F.nthutiatm and Confuſion. And even then Biſhop 
Sanderſon tells us, in his Sixth Lecture, he knew 
of but Two that were extravagant enough to be 
of the Doctor's Opinion. The Doctor was in 
Bed when this Diſpute happened, and was at laſt 
driven by this ſhrewd and unexpected Opponent 
to this miſerable Shift. How like a Blockhead do 
you talk £ If the Civil Magiſtrate fhould command 


me to riſe with my Dritch upwards, do you think 1 
am oblized to obey hum? To which indecent and 


immodeſt Argumentum a Poſteriori, Mr. Silk did 


not think it worth his while, as far as I could 


ever learn, to give an Anſwer. For when a Man 
endeavours to ridicule any Thing that is ſerious, 
he makes himſelf, and not the Argument ridi- 
culous. | 


D. 
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Mr. Silk hath been dead about Fifteen Years. 
Tt he were now alive, a more particular Account 
of this Conference, than what he hath now and 
then dropt in publick Company, would be very 
entertaining; tor he had a particular Knack of 
leading a bold forward Adverſary a Dance, and 
making him aſhamed of his Ignorance and Folly, 
without giving himſelf the Trouble to reafon 
upon the Subject in Queſtion. And when he 
had made. it appear 'to the Company that he 
talk'd Nonſenſe by Mouthfuls, he uted very often 
to ſpeak to the Point in a very accurate, learned, 
and ſatisfactory Manner. But as the Matter now 
ſtands, we can only examine the Doctor's Rea- ' 
toning, as 'tis contain'd in his Book, and in the 
Page already referred to. | | 
In the preceding Paragraph, and ſeveral other 
Parts of his Book, the Doctor ſuppoſes the Ma- 
giſtrate to be no more than the . 
of the People, and denies him ſuch and ſuch 
Powers, becauſe his Conſtituents could not be 
ſuppoſed to inveſt him with them. This being 
premiſed, we cannot miftake his Meaning, when 
he tells us, That tis a grand Miſtake to ſup- 
< poſe that the Magiſtrate's Power extends to 
indifferent Things; for then he might deprive | 
« Men of all Liberty, and render his Power in- * 
ſupportable, in hindering them from managing 
« their private and Family Concerns as they 
© pleaſe ; which they have not only a Right to 
do, but to form what Clubs, Companies, or 
< Meetings they think fit, either tor Buſineſs or 
« Pleaſure, which the Magiftrate, as long as the 
« Publick ſuſtains no Damage, cannot hinder, 
vithout manifeſt Injuſtice, and acting contrary 
to the main End for which he was intruſted with 
| *« Power, the Preſervation of Mens Libertics in 
© all ſuch Things as could be done without Pe- 
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e triment to the Publick. And'therefore if Con- 


{cience was not concerned about the Manner ' 
of Worſhipping God, the Magiſtrate could 
have no Right to abridge Men of their Liber- 
« ty, Oc. T 5 | | 

In Anſwer to this wild Reaſoning, tis ſuffici- 
ent to obſerve, that he begs the Queſtion all the 
Way. The Original of Civil Government is a 
Point, which, for Want of Hiſtory, never was, 
and never will be cleared; and the Doctor hath 
only proved, that it might be by Compact; and 
others have talked as plauſibly upon the other 
Hypcthefis. Nor doth it follow, though we al- 
low of the Doctor's, or, as it is in Truth Mr. 


Hobbes's Notion as to this Particular; neither can 


it be proved that tac firſt Inſtitutors of Political or 
Civil Government were cautious and 'politick 
enough to clog their intended. Governor with 
ſuch Limitations and Reftraints, as the Doctor 
takes for granted they did. Nor is it a Conſe- 
quence, that becauſe the Magiſtrate may preſcribe 
in indifferent Things, he may therefore deprive 
Men of all Liberty, and render his Power inſup- 
portable, any more than the allowing that a Fa- 


ther or Maſter may correct his Son or Servant 


will prove, that he may wound or maim him, or 


knock his Brains out. The End of Government 


is the Good of the People, and to obtain this 
End, the Magiſtrate is to conſider himſelf as the 
Common Father of them all, and to concern 
himſelf with the Affairs of private Families and 
tingle Perſons, if Occaſion require; and to lay 
ſuch proper Reſtraints upon their Expences, 
Pleaſures, and Aſſemblies, as ſhall, in his Judg- 
ment, beſt conduce to their own real Happineſs, 
or his own Safety. Thus Fairs and Mert are 
held by Charter, and limited to certain Days. 
Thus ſumptuary Laws, and Laws againſt Gaming, 5 
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have been enacted. Thus Clubs have been taken 
Notice of and demolithed. Thus the_ ſeveral 
Companies for carrying on of Buſineſs are incor- 
porated by Charters, in this Kingdom at leait, 
and as far as I can learn, all the World over. 
And who is there ſo ignorant as not to have 
heard of the Conqueror's Cover Feu, or, the Eight 
o Clock Bell, which in ſome Towns and Parithes 
is rung to this Day, though not with the ſame 
Deſign as when it was firſt ordered. It was then 
required, that by the Time the Bell had done 
Ringing, no Fire or Candle was to be ſeen, and 
that Nobody was to be out of Bed without a 
ſpecial and ſubſtantial Reaſon. | 


But it will {till be asked, May not the Magit- 
trate, if his Power extends to indifferent Things, 
require ſo many to be done as may deprive Men 

ot ail Liberty, and render his Power inſupporta- 
ble? For this I have ſeem'd to grant, though 1 
have denied the Juftneſs of the Doctor's Infe- 
renee. And I make no Scruple to ſay that he 
may. n | ; 

'The next Step therefore that a Man diſpoſed 
to cavil will take, will be, to ask where muſt we 
ſtop ? If we muſt comply in ſome Inſtances, why 
not in all? To which J anſwer, That there's a 
wide Difference betwixt the Magiſtrate's having 
a Power in indifferent Things, and our bein 
obliged to comply with as many Things of this 
Kind as he ſhall be pleaſed, out of meer Pride, 
Wantonneſs, and Humour, to enjoin. The for- 
mer, as Archbiſhop Tillotſon obſerves, was never 
denied but by the Enthutiaſts of theſe later Days; 
and even among theſe, every Maſter of a Family 
takes.upon him to exerciſe this Power in his 

own Houſe, among his Children, Servants, and 
Dependants; though it was always allow'd, that 
the Command of the Civil Magiftrate is ſuperior 
. | W---- 
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„ 
ro that of a Domeſtick Governor; and that he 
hath a larger Authority over all his Subjects, 
than ſuch an one hath over thoſe who are under 
his Care and Juriſdiction. As to the latter, there 
may be many Reaſons againſt Compliance, as the 
preſent Biſhop of V iucheſler obſerves, in his Re- 
ply to Dr. Calamy; as the Impollibility of it, the 
perpetual Uneatineſs of it, the Inconſiſtency of 
it with our Health, or with our Duty to ourſelves 
in other Reſpects; the Miſpence of the Time 
ſpent in them, which it is our Duty to employ 
better. But how can this be applied to ſuch a 
Cate as we are fpeaking of, ſuppoſing the Mat- 
ters requir d to be lawful ? p. 534. : 
Again, It is hard to fix the juſt Limits of this 
Obligation; or to point out plainly to what Bounds 
it extends: Therefore what? Therefore there is 
no ſuch Obligation at all to comply in any In- 
ſtances. This muſt be his Inference, if he defign 
any Thing by this Argnment againſt Compliance. 
And 1 appeal to all the World of Chxiſtians, it 
all the Duties of the Goſpel may not be argued 
away after the fame Manner. 
For inſtance, © It is hard to determine exactly 
what a Proportion of my Eſtate I am obliged 
to beſtow in Charity; therefore I am not obli- 
© ged to beftow any Part of it. It'is hard to fix 
* the Exact Bounds of our Obligation to Tem- 
perance; therefore there is no ſuch Obliga- 
« tion. It is hard to fix the Exact Meaſures of 
Jjuſtice in all Manner of Trade and Com- 
merce; therefore there is no Obligation to 
it in any Inſtances. It is' hard to fix the 
Bounds of mutual Condeſcention amongſt Chri- 
ſtians; therefore there is no ſueh Duty. 
. 543. 
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To purſue this Argument as far as it will go, is 


to ſuſpect that Mankind are deſtitute oi common 


Senſe; and therefore I paſs on to another Glorious 
Piece of Doctrine, which the Doctor builds upon 


this rotten worm=eaten Bottom, vis. the taking it 
as an undeniable Maxim, that Civil Government firſt 


egan by Election and Compact; which is this; 


cc 


their Allegiance from the Civil Magiftrate, be- 


tor their good ; and they who depute him, 

muſt needs reſerve to themiclves a Power to 

judge whether their Deputy acts according to 
9 


the Truſt lodged in him. ” p. 233. And then 


he goes on to ſhew the Abſurdity of the contary 
Opinion in theſe Words. © But had he not his 
Power from the People, but immediately ſrom 
« God, he could never forfeit his Right, or be 
accountable to any beſides God; and only the 
Divine Power, which gave it him, could take 
it away. By this Argument, the fawning flat- 
tering Priefts, in tormer Reigns, endeayour'd to 
eſtabliſh an abſolute, arbitrary Power in, the 
King, which they very well ſaw was an una- 


voidable Conſequence of Divine Right. p. 


2337 234. | 
Ma I beg Leave to obſerve, Firſt, 'That theſe 


fawning flattering Prieſts, as he calls the Clergy, 


without any Diſtinction, have not to this very 


Day any Notion of the Civil Magiſtrate's being 
the Peoples Deputy. Mr. Hobbes was the firſt that 
d 


honour'd him with this Title; and though his 
and the Doctor's Diſciples have ſeconded him, 
together with the Doctor himſelf, yet their Opi- 


nion is as yet neither Part of our Common or Sta- 


tute Law. It hath been a received Opinion a- 


mong Divines, of this and other Proteſtant Church- 


cs, That as the Subiect hath not Power over his 
on 


The People may upon juſt Grounds withdraw 


cauſe all the Power he has is given him by them 


3 * I 
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own Life and Limb, ſo he could not give the 
Magiſtrate what he hath not. This the Doctor E 
acknowledges, p. 10, where he ſays, That Men 
© having no Power over their own Lives or Limbs, 
« Government could not flow from hence, but 
«< muſt be deriv'd from the Power they had over 
one another; founded on the inherent Right 
they have. of preſerving themſelves, and pre- 
« ferring their own Good to that of others. 
And again, The Power every one had by the 
Law of Nature, is, by their receding from it, 
« ſolely in the Magiſtrate. ” But this doth not 
mend the Matter, becauſe it leaves the Magiſtrate 
no Power of protecting himſelf, but what he had 
by the Law of Nature; and will prove the Ge- 
nerality of Princes to be. Murderers, when they 
have cut off ſome diſaffected Perfons for ſuch 
Reaſons as can entitle no private Perſon in a State 
of Nature (as every Man in ſuch a State is) to 
do the ſame ; which I believe hath been always 
done in all or moſt Countries. Nor is it in Fact 
true, that Men ever did or could recede from the- 
; Power which they had by the Law of Nature, and 
\ veſt it ſolely in the Magiſtrate ; and this he ac- 
F Knowledges in the very next Page, where he al- 
g lows © Every Man to be in a State of Nature, 
. « when the Danger he is in is too ſudden to 
1 have Recourſe to the Magiſtrate. ” . 
a I make no Doubt but ſeveral Governments have 
begun by the Choiee and Conſent of the People, 
by Conqueſt, and upon the Ruins of the Pater- 
nal and Patriarchal Authority; and I know no 
other Way of ſolving all the Difficulties which 
have been ſtarted in this Argument, than by ſay- 
ing with St. Paul, That there's no Power but of God, 
and that the Powers which be are ordained of God. 
Whether Men are ruled by one, or by many, ftill 
tis God that rules them. Whether they, 1 
5 | rule, 
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by lineal Deſcent, or 
by popular Election, or by 2 Surrender, 


rule, attain the Government 


or by Compact and Treaty, ffill it is God that 
gives it; and the ſeveral Conftitutions of ſeveral 
Countries, the Victories, and gucceſſes, and Events, 
which his Providence aftoyds, are but ſo many 


ſeveral Ways of giving it: Thus we are poli= 


tively told in Scripture, "That he ſetteth up one, 


and pulleth down another; that he ruleth in the 


Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever 
he will; that he changeth the Times and the 
Seaſons; he removeth Kings, and ſetteth up 


Kings; that for the Tranſgreſſion of a Land the 


Princes thereot are many, and Strangers are made 
to have Dominiou over them ; and the like. 

. - This is not only the Reaſoning of the Clergy 
of this Church, and particularly of Dean Sherlock 
and Dean Stanhope, but alſo of the Reformed 
Churches abroad. I know of no Divine whoſe 
Judgment is more generally efteemed among 
them than the Famous Monſieur la Placete. And 
what he ſays, in the Ninth Chapter of the Firſt 
Book of his Chriſtian Caſuiſt, is fo much the ſame 
with what I have ſaid already, that tis needleſs 
to repeat it. Eo 

| How an abſolute arbitrary Power in the King 
is the unavoidable Conſequence of this Doctrine, 
the Doctor's Diſciples would do well to explain. 
Becauſe it may pleaſe God to make a Man 1 
in a limited or mix d Monarchy, as well as an 


abſolute one; and we ſay of one as well as the 
other, that tis God's Ordinance; and the Perſon 


on the Throne in each of them we acknowledge 
to be God's Miniſter. Thus the Generals of two 
Armies' have the ſame Name, and may be, tor 
the moſt Part, Officers of the ſame Nature, and 


may be appointed by the ſame Prince, and yet 
their — in their Extent, 


and 


— 
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and one of chen may enjoy much greater Power 
and Privileges man the other. And, indeed, 
the Miſtakes Which Men have run into, in 


Relation to the Meaſures of Submiſſion, have. 


been owing to their 'heing unable or unwilling to 
diſtinguiſh betwixt a limited and an abſolute Mo— 
narchy, or betwixt the executive and legiſlative 
Power of theſe Kingdoms. | 

All Governments whatſoever are abſolute, but 
then it does not follow that all Kings are ſo. 
Our Government is the ing, Lords, and Com- 
mons, or the King and Parliament; and this, 
Government is as abſolute, if they pleaſe, as the 
King of France, or the Grund Seiguior. And to. 
an abſolute Prince, or, which is all onc, to an. 
abſolute Government, 1s abſolute Paſſive Obedi- 
ence and Non-Reſiſtance due, excepting thoſe: 
Caſes where ſome Leſion of Mind may be fairly 

reſumed : But in a mix d Monarchy, where the 

chief Power is lodg'd partly in. the King. and 
partly in the People or Senate, if the King ſhall 
invade that Part which doth not belong to him, 
it will be lawlul to oppoſe a juſt Force to him, 
becauſe his Power doth not extend ſo far: Which 
Polition, faith the learned Grotius, I hold to be 
true, even though the Power of making War 
ſhould be veſted only in the King; which mutt 
be underſtood to relate only to Foreign War, 
tince it cannot pothbly be, that a Man can have 
a Part of the chict Government, and not have at 
the fame Lime a Right to defend it. Grotius de 
Jure Belli & Pacis, Lib. I. Cap. 4. Sed. 13. 

I dare ſay, faith Archbiſhop Sharpe, there is not 
that Country upon Earth, let the Form of their 
Government be what it will (abſolute Monarchy, 
legal Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, or Commonwealth): 
where this is not a Part of their Conſtitution, viz. 
That there is ſuch a Submiſton due from all —4 
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jects to the Supreme Authority of the Place 
where they live, as ſhall tye up their Hands from 
oppoſing or reſiſting it by Force. And again, ſo 
long as tkis Text (Rom. xiii. 12.) ſtands in our 
Bibles, the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance, or Paſ- 
ſive Obedience muſt be of Obligation to all Chri- 
ſtians. But then, after I have ſaid this, Care muſt 
be taken, that this General Dodtrine be not miſ- 
applied in particular Countries. Though Non- 
Reſiſtance, or Paſſive Obedience be a Duty to 
all Subjects, and under all Governments, yet it 
is not expreſſed the ſame Way in all Places, but 
both the Ohyeds and the Hiſtances of it do vary 
in different Nations, according to the different 
Models of their Government. To ſpeak this as 
plainly as I can; as the Laws of the Land are 
the Meaſures of our active Obedience, fo are alſo 
the ſame Laws the Meaſures of our Submiſſion: 
And as we are not bound to obey, but where the 
Laws and Conſtitution require our Obedience, fo 
ncither are we bound to ſubmit, but as the Laws 
aad Conſtitution do require our Submiſſion. Ser- 
mon before the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 30, 1699, 
_ | 20. | 
of There are ſome Acts of Parliament which ia 
this Kingdom have been thought by ſome ſuffi- 
cient to tye up the Subjects Hands even when 
this comes to paſs; but it hath been always held 
to be a very good Way, in Order to underſtand 
a Law, to enquire into its Foundation, Original, 
and Deſign, and though the Wording or Style 
of it be in general Terms, to limit and reſtrain it 
to that Senſe which the Lawgivers intended we 
ſhould take it in; for he that thall evade the true 
Intent and Meaning of a Law, by complying with - 
the Letter only, is looked ous by all honeſt 
Men, to pay, I do not ſay a ſhuffling and jeſuiti- 
cal, but indeed no Obedience at all; and by Pa- 
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rity of Reaſon, he that carries his Obedience 
higher than the Makers of a Law intended to 
have it carry'd,. obeys not the Law but a Phan- 
tom of his own raiſing. It is therefore inſiſted 
on, that though a great many Laws have been 
enacted to preſerve the King's Perſon and Go- 
vernment, to which the villanous and private 
Conſpiracy of ſome, and the open and unnatural 
Rebellions of others, have given Birth, yet thoſe 
Laws have been made with a View to theſe only, 
and the-ſlight and frivolous Pretences on which 
they are generally founded, but that it doth not 

| appear that our Foretathers, when they paſſed 

$3 thoſe Laws, had in their View ſuch an Invation 

] of the Rights, Liberties, and Properties of the 

| People as mutt bear down, if it prevail, all the 

| Laws and every Thing that we claim as Free- 

| born Exgliſhmen before it. | : 

1 Thus the famous Statutes of King Carles the 

| Second's Reign, ſo often quoted in this Diſpute, 
were occafioned by a barbarous Rebellion, and 
popular and mad Deſtruction of the Regal Pow- 
er and a Pious King. And he that conſiders the 
Joy that prevailed at that Time, to ſee the an- 
cient Government reſtored again whole and en- 
tire, and the Leal that all good Men had to 
have it continued to us, will eafily believe that, 
this engrotled the Thoughts of our Legiſlators. 

_ .Nay, he that ſhall read any good Hiſtory of this 
Reign may ſee, with half an Eye, that it was the 
leaſt of their Thoughts to paſs any Act of Par- 

liament that. ſhould leave our Laws, Liberties, 
and Properties to the Mercy and Conſciences of 
our Kings 8 W 

In ſhort, Sir, the general Doctrine of Paſſive 
Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance is the Doctrine 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, of the Primitive 
Church, and the Church of England; but howe= 
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ver Men may talk or write upon this Argument, 
ſuch another Attempt upon our Conſtitution as 
was made by King Names IL will ſoon reconcile 
ſuch a vaſt Majority of all Orders and Degrees 
of Men amongſt us, as will ſoon convince a Prince 

that ſhall endeavour to make himſelf an arbitrary 
deſpotick Governor, inftead of being a limited 


one, that there is at leaſt one Exception to the 


Rules of our Obedience to him, that is, when 


all is at Stake, and there is no other Remedy. 
Men will calily then, when they clearly ſee and 
are likely to feel the 'Tendency and Effects of 
their Notions, be prevailed on to diſtinguiſh he- 

twixt the Powers that arc and the Powers that 
are not. And how much ſocyer the Clergy of 
this Kingdom may be ſtigmatized as Flatterers 


of Princes and Enilavers of their Fellow Subjects, 
I am very well affured, that there is not one Cler- 


gyman of Note in the Kingdom that holds the 
Doctrine of abſolute Non-Reſiſtance and Paſſive 
Obedience to be due to the executive Power of 
theſe Kingdoms. But to aſſert, as the Doctor 
does, That the People may upon juſt Grounds 
withdraw their Allegiance from the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate in general, which Grounds or Reaſons he 
explains, p. 7, to be, when he acts contrar 

„to the End for which he was conſtituted, 
« which they who deputed him (that is, accord- 
« ing to him, the People) have a Right to 
„judge, is laying down ſuch looſe, and in- 
deed I cannot help ſaying, ſuch deviliſh Doctrine, 
as furniſhes the factious and diſcontented Part of 
any Nation with Pretences and Excuſes for Re- 
bellion, whenſoever a favourable Opportunity ſhall 
offer itſelf. Neither is it true in Fact, that they 


vo elect a Man into an Office muſt be neceſſarily 
ſuppoſed to reſerve to themſelves a Power of 


turning him out agaiti. 


Thus, 
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Thus, for Inſtance, tliough the King of Poland, 
who is an Elective Prince, dath, at his Corona- 
tion, condition with the People, That if he ſhall 
not govern according to juch and ſuch Rules, they 
ſhall be freed from their Homage and Allegiance 
yet the Empcror of Germany is an Elective Prince, 
without any ſuch Condition; neither can his Elec- 
tors, atter they have choſen him, turn him out 
again, except it be by Force. Members of Par- 
liament and Mayors of Corporations are further 
Inſtances of Officers that cannot be diſcharg'd by 
their Conſtituents; and I could almoſt with, that 
the Fellows of , Souls College had had a diſ- 
cretionary Power of turning out their own Mem- 
bers atter they had elected them, and had not 
been ty'd up to ſuch and ſuch Forms, which the 
Doctor knew how to make a crafty Uſe of to 
prelerve himſelf from Expulſion. 

J have now done with this Argument, but {hall 
ſtay to make a thort Remark or twa. And, firſt, 
If the Poctor's Reaſonings be juſt, it mult fol- 
low, that the independent Power which he be- 
Rows on the Civil Magiſtrate is in Reality in every 
_Perjon in the Kingdom, that is, originally and 1a- 
dically, and with ſuch Relerves, that the Magit- 
trate 1s very little more than a Shadow, which 
will at laſt amount to this, that we have as many 
independent Powers as we have Noſes. 
Secondly, I muſt obſerve, that 'the glorious 
Confuſion which he labours to introduce both in 
Church and State hath been experienc'd ſo very 
lately, and the horrid Deſolations which it occa- 
tion'd were ſo very terrible, tragical, and ſhock- 
ing, that 'tis almoſt Matter of Wonder to ſee any 
Sect of profeſs d Chriſtians that are endued with 
common Senſe, and have the leaſt Regard for 
their Country, perpetually advancing ſuch mad 
and impracticable Schemes as have already 2 
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ſion d ſuch Wounds. both in our Conſtitution and 
the Eſtates of private Families, as our lateft Pot- 
terity are likely to wear the Scars of. And as we 
| have been ſo wondertully deliver'd from the fur- 


ther Continuance of theſe Devattations, by the 
Reftoration of King Charles II. I may reaſonably 


argue, as the Doctor doth upon another Occaſion, 
„That it we make no better Uſe of fo wonder- 
ful a Deliverance, than to be drawn into the 
« fame Danger on the ſame Pretences, we have 


little Reaton to imagine Providence will inter- 


< pole again in fo extraordinary a Manner. ” 
And ſo ſenſible were the Clergy of the Church 

of England of this, as well as of the natural Pen- 

dency of the Doctor's falſe Realonings and con- 


fdent Aſſertions, that whatever Contempt he was. 


pleas'd to throw upon their Order, he toon ſaw, 
that no one of them was ſo far loſt and ſtigma- 
tiz'd as to appear publickly on the ſame Side with 
him. He met his Diſappointment of appealing 
to our Church under any Denomination, by ſeeing 
the whole Clergy, as one Man, riſe up againit 


him. His fcandalous Performance underwent like- 


wiſe a Sort of publick Cenſure from the molt ſeri- 
ous and intelligent Part of the Ditlenters ; and 


Mr. Ezty, to his Honour be it ſpoken, very hand- 


ſomely exploded ſeveral Paſſages of it in a Ser- 


mon preach'd before a numerous Aſſembly of his 


Brethren at Exeter which was generally it not 
univerſally approv'd of by them, and defird to 
be made publick. a | 

And if one or two of ſome Note among them, 
and one of no Note among us, except it be for 


his Impudence and Ignorance, have ot late Years 


lick'd up ſome of the Doctor's 7 and diſ- 
charg d it atreth at the Church of E 

very good Grounds to believe, that they have 
ſince had ſufficient Cauſe to repent of it. 


» 
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Tis true, indeed, that Infidelity took in a Man- 
ner its firſt Riſe from our unhappy Civil Wars; 
and the Licentiouſneſs of thoſe IJ imes, both in 
Principle and Practice, have produc'd a plentiful 
Number of Wretches who look upon all Religion 
as a Cheat; and could they ſee us infected with 
ſuch another Phrenzy, there's no Doubt but their 
Party would receive a freſh Addition and Increaſe; 
and therefore they act conſiſtently enough with 
themſelves, in endeavouring to ſet us once more 
together by the Fars, and levelling their Bat- 
teries chiefly at the Church of England, which if 
it could be again deſtroy'd, tis eaſy to foreſee 
that the Decency and Sobriety of the Chriſtian 
Religion will ſoon follow it, as we have already 
ſeen. And this may ſerve, as no ſmall Comfort 
to the Clergy, under all the ſcurrilous Invectives 
of the Doctor and his Brethren, That they are 

rſecutcd for Truths and Righteouſneſs Sake. 

Ve ſaw and foretold as ſoon as The Rights, Oc. 
came out, what they wanted to be at, and the 
Event hath, alaſs! ſhewn the Prediction to be too 
true; and that they ſet themſelves with ſo much 
Malice and Fury againſt the Prieſthood and 
Prie&craft (as they are pleaſed to expreſs them- 
ſelves) as the moſt regular Method to root out 
Chriſtianity and make Way for Infidelity ; fo 
that The Rights, Ec. are a Preface or Introdut- 
tion to the Pockors other infamous Performance, 
which he entitles, by Way of Sneer, Chriſtianity 
as old as the Creation; which as it hath been 
ſo lately under the Conſideration of ſuch truly 
Excellent Perſons as Dr. Connybeare, Dr. Ma- 
terland, Dr. Cockman, and ſeveral others, and is 
— before the World, I ſhall fay but 
ittle. | 


"It 


EE m : 
It is, as one of theſe Learned Gentlemen hath 
truly ſtyled it, a declamatory Libel againſt Re- 
vealed Religion, under Colour and Pretence of 
ſetting up Natural Religion in its Place: There 
are two principal Ends or Aims, which though 
_odly | blended and jumbled together, viſibly run 
through the whole Bakers. One is to villity 
the Scriptures, which the Author does very 
_ frankly, and without Diſguiſe, ſpeaking from his 
Heart; the other is to magnify the Law of Na- 
ture, which is the artificial Part, and from what 
hath been already ſaid, can paſs only for Hypo- 
criſy and Flam: His Attacks upon the Bible are 
teeble, and his Artillery conteinptible ; he diſ- 
covers no Genius nor Taſte of Literature; no 
Acquaintance with the Original Languages, nor 
ſo much as with common Criticks a Commen- 
tators; ſeveral of his Objections are pure Englith 
Objections, ſuch as affect only our Tranflas on; 
And the Reft are generally of the loweſt and 
moſt trifling Sort; either becauſe he had a Mind 
to ſuit them to the vulgar Taſte, or becauſe he 
could riſe no higher. „ 
Thus much fhall ſuffice for: the general Cha- 
racter of this Book, which every impartial Rea- 
der, on peruſing it, will find to be ſtrictly juſt. 
The Learned Dr. MWaterlaud hath demonſtrated 
his pitiful trifling with the Scripture in à Multi- 
tude of Inftances; and tis to be hoped that wor- 
thy Gentleman will ſuffer nothing to diſcourage 
him from purſuing his firſt 1 that is, to 
reſcue every Text of Scripture from the Abuſes 
of this profane Scribler. 
As to the other Part of the Book, which we 
call the Artificial Part, if you ſhould be unfatiſ- 
fy'd with my referring you to the former Part of 
this Letter for a Proof of it, I deſire you to take 
Notice, that though he * very plauſibly 
2s i © "0 
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8 Prgiſe of Vertue and Morality, yet, as a Wor- 
thy Gentleman before mention d, Dr. Coc mau, 
Maſter of Univertity College, hath told us, like 
thoſe whoſe Intention it is to. deceive, Verſatur | 
in Univerſalibrs, and neither tells us diſtinctiy 
what that Virtuc is, whole Charms he commends, 
nor what thoſe Duties arc, which the Law. of 
Nature requires of us, from the Contideration of 
the Natures of God and Man, and from the Re- 
lation which we ſtand in to him aud to one ano- 
ther: Ita rem involvit, ut vix ejus mens percipiatur, 
as one ot the Schoolmen ſays upon a like Oc- 

caſion. 

have therefore no other W ay to let you know 
more of the Doctor's Syſtem of Ethicks, than by 
£iVing you a further Account of his Lite and 
Converſation. Our Bleticd Saviour hath told ue, 
Phat we muſt not expect to gather Grapes of 
Thorns or Figs of Thittles, and we muſt not ex- 
pect the Product of Atheiſm to be very agrea- 
ble to the Rules of ſtrict Morality. I have ob- 
{erv'd before, thar a Confident of the Doctor's 
was capable of giving a very ample and ſatistac- 
tory, Account of "his Amour: and Natural Child- 
ren, and therefore it will be no great News to 
tell you, that he was publickly reprimanded by 
the Socicty of All Souls, as an Egregious Fornica- 
ior. Nor will it be ſtrange to you to be acquain: 
ted, that he was fo far from being aſham'd of 
having Baſtards upon Baſtards, that he declares 
Incontinence in tingle Perſons to be one of the 
Rights and Liberties which God hath allow'd us 
by the Law of Nature, p. 119. It is the com- 
mon Cant of Infidels, that ſimple Fornication is 
no Sin. I ſhall therefore ſtay ſo long as to exa- 
mine a little into the Merits of this Cauſe. 

Tis in vain to urge Scripture, to thoſe. who 
geny its Authority, or to ſhew what Notions 
even 
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even ſome Heathens had of this Matter in ſome 
Caſes, how much ſoever the Generality of them 
might be addicted to this Vice. I ſhall therefore 
deal with the Infidels in general as I did, about 
a Year ago, with a pert youug Gentleman in Lon- 
don, who ſtar d at me, and wonder'd what I meant 
when I condemn'd it as a Sin; and was going to 
give himſelf the Liberty of talking ſcurrilouſſy 
and abuſively, but that I turn'd the Diſcourſe in- 
to Seriouſneſs in this Manner. Sir, ſaid I, do you 
allow of the Golden Rule of Doing as you would 
be done by? His anſwer was, Sir, I do allow it 
to be moſt Equitable. Why then, Sir, reply'd 
I, would you be willing to have your own Daugh- 

ter (for he happen'd to have an only Daughter) 
or a near Kinſwoman debauch'd before Marriage! 
Would you not think yourſelf and your Family 
very highly injur'd and affronted by any Man that 
ſhould be guilty of ſuch a Piece of Rudeneſs to- 
wards it? The Poverty of a Family does not al- 
ter the Caſe, except it enhance the Injury, by ta- 
king from it that Credit and Reputation which 
is its chief Comfort and Support, next to the 
Bleſſings and Providence of God. Indeed, Sir, 
return d my Spark, there you have me; and 1 
have nothing to object further. | | 
But, however, though we ſhould allow, as the 
Heathen World did, of the common Stews, or a 
Communication with ſuch lewd. Women as are 
| already \debduch'd and have no Reputation to 
loſe, yet it will be allow'd to be a barbarous and 
vile Action in Doctor Tindall, to endeavour to de- 
bauch a young Gentle woman of a creditable Fa- 
mily on the oad betwixt Oxford and London. 
The young Lady found herſelf ſo hardly beſieg d, 
that the privately deſir d an elderly Gentlewoman 
that was in the Company to exchange Chambers 
witch her, leſt her own, which the Doctor bad 

N | I 2 | got 
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got Intelligence of, ſhould be fore d in the Nighte 
Her Suſpicions were not ill, grounded, for when 
the Fanuly were in Bed, the Doctor came to the 
Door, where he ſuppos'd to have found his Prey; 
But the good Matron told him, That his Plot 
was defeated, and that ſhe had taken Care to ſe- 
cure that Innocence and Vertue whieh- he had 


given himſelf ſo much Trouble te deprive the 


young Lady of, by placing her far enough out 
of his Reach; that there was Nobody in the 
Room beſides herſelf, and that he had nothing 
to do but to return to his own Lodging. 

But it we- ſhould be ſo liberal to the Infidel 
and debauch'd Part of the world, as to yield that 
the Doctor had done nothing amiſs, though he 
had carried his Point with this young Gentlewo- 
man, provided it had been done by the Conſent 
of both Parties; yet, ſurely, if a Child had been 
rhe Conſequence of ſuch a Piece of Gallantry, and: 
the Doctor had perſuaded her to lay the Infamy 
of begetting it, and the Charge of keeping it, at 
another Man's Door, which could not. be done 
without the utmoſt Injuſtice, and moſt terrible 


Per jury, what Deiſt, nay, what modeſt Atheiſt 


would not- give him up as one of the, moſt aban- 
don'd Villains in the World? And even thus much. 
the Doctor was capable of, as appears by more 
Inſtances than one. The firſt of theſe, (if not 


both of them) is juſt hinted at by Doctor Cocë- 


man, in his Preface to his Sermons on, A&s iv. 12. 

Doctor Jindall had one Day perceiv'd that one 
of his Nymphs was in her Pregnancy, and there 
tere prevail'd-on her to lay the Child to another 
Gentleman. And, in order thereunto, ſhe waited 
on the Vice Chancellor and defir'd to be put to 
her Oath. The old Gentleman deſir'd her to 
conſider of the Sacredneſs of an Oath, and the 
e eee Injury: hat might: tbe dene 
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excecding eaſy to be better inform'd; I cannot 
by ſwearing to an innocent Perſon, When the 
found her obſtinately perſiſting in her Allegation 
againſt the Gentleman the had named, who it ſeenis 
had been privately ſent for, and directed howto 
act his Part, the Vice Chancellor ask'd her, Child 
are you ſure that you know Mr. —? She anſwered; 
That ſhe: was, znd could diſtinguiſh him from 
ever ſo great a Company. Well then, ſaid he, 
the Gentleman is in the next Room, and J'Il im- 
mediately make Tryal of what you fay. Upon 
this, he open d a Parlour Door, which diſcover'd 
ſeveral Gentlemen with their Hands behind them, 
tor the Perſon accus'd had, it ſeems, two Thumbs 
upon one of his Hands. This Stratagem imme- 
diately defeated her Deſigu, and ſhe fell down 
upon her Knees and contetied, that Doctor Tins 
dall was the real Father of the Child, and thut 
what ſhe had done was by his Perſuaſion and Di- 
rection. You ſee now, faid the Vice Chancellor, 
how kind J have been to, you, in hindering you 
from being guilty of ſo horrid a Crime as For- 
ſwearing yourſelf. This Story is ſo well known 
at Oxford to be true, that to produce Vouchers 
for it is to light a Candle to the un. 
Ihe other is, I ſuppoſe, of earlier Date; but 
it has, however, the Credit of a Canon Reſiden- 
tiary, Who Was one of the Ejected Demys of 
Magdalen College in King James the Sebond's Time 
to ſupport it. The Doctor got a Weneh to 
ſwear one of his Children to a Gentleman of that 
College, altogether as infamous at that Time as 
himſelf. The Gentleman was oblig'd to ſubmit and 
maintain the Child: Nevertheleſs, after ſome Time, 
he got into the Company of the Mother, and ask'd 
her how ſhe came to uſe him ſo, ſince the could 
not. be ignorant that he was never concern'd with 
her in the Manner that ſhe had ſworn. Her An- 


{wer 


[65] 
fwer was, That Doctor Tindall had got her with 
Child, and prevail d on her to ſwear as the ha 


done. Well then, my Dear, replies the pious 


Reprover, I defire you to be ſo juſt to me as to 
let me get another, and that you would ſwear it 
to him, which was immediately a Bargain and 
ſtrictly executed in all its Branches. 

And now Sir, to conclude, Pithink 1 may july 
ſay of him as he does of the Clergy of this Church 
in the 145th Page of the Rights, Oc. That his 
Life might ſerve for a very good Rule, it Men 
j would act quite contrary to it ; for then there's 
«© no Chriſtian, and I may add, no moral Vertue, | 
which they —— fail of obierving. And if 
the Vouth of our Nation will ſtill be ſo much out 
of their Wits as to follow (as they are led) ſuch 
a notorious and bare-faced Factor for the Devil, 
a Debauchee, a Renegade, an Atheiſt, who, ac- 
cording to his own Doctrine, can have no Con- 
ſcience, The Rights p. 18; a Wretch that for the 
Sake of his Vives made Shipwreck of a good 
Conſcience firſt, and his Faith afterwards, and at 
Jaſt became like the Trees in St. Jude twice dead 
pluck d up by the Roots. I can only ſay, that 


the Diſcipline of a Bedlam or a Bridewell is the 


beſt Way of Reaſoning with them, notwithſtand- 
0s. their great Pretences to free and impartial | 
inking, deep Penetration and Abilities ſupe- 
rior to tun Reſt of GR I dere the _ 
nour of being, N, 
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nne CCC Saf tag 
IN CE this Letter was drawn up, I have 
O accidentally, met with a Letter in one of the 1 
Publick Prints, from a Juſtice of Peace in the {i 
Country to his Friend in Town where, com- i 
plzining of the great Increaſe of Converts to the Is 
Church of Rome, and of the Clergys being drawn 
olf from the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 1 
by Reaſon of the Attacks that have been ſo futi- 
ouſly made by the Infidels of our Times againſt 
Chriſtianity in general, be ſays, © But what if 
* the Papiſts have been at Ry of our 
« Irreligion? I will only tell you, that a profeſs d 
Deiſt aſſur'd me that they had no leſs than foe 
« Romiſh Prieſts Members of a Club, in which, 
once a Week, ſome of the. moſt tremendous 
« 'Fruths of the Goſpel, were treated with Ridi- 
cule. And this hath been an old Device, Un- 

<« ſettle the Minds of the People, and we ſhall 

b have. them at laſt. This puts me in Mind 
of what was ſaid about Nine Years ago by an ho- 
neſt Country Clergyman in a Controverſy with the 
Chaplain of a Roman Catholic Nobleman. © "Tis, 

« no ſurpriſing Thing, I confeſs, to me, faith he, 
to hear a jeſuit talk like a Deiſt, or a Deiſt 

« like a ſeſuit; tis many Times as difficult to 

e diſtinguiſh their Principles, as tis to know them 

« by their Perſons. or by their Habits. " Mr. 

Barret's Reply to the Catholick Anſwer, p. 46. 1 

| thall leave you, Sir, to apply this as you think 
fit, or to let it paſs without any Application, if 
you think it deſerves none. Such as are of my 


Opinion think it deſervès a great dell. 
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I deſire you to 11010 me a a Word or two more 
and I have done. The Doctor tells us a Story in 
the 268th Hage ofthe Rights, Ge. which fark 
ſerv'd to furnith out ſo many pretty Converſations, 
that I have hardly ever been in Company with the 
Fine Gentlemen of the Age; that have been in- 
elind to be arch upon the C — without having 
the Pleaſure of hearing it retai 
The old Lord Hallifax, he ſay 'S, told Doo: 
tor Echard, that he had not in his Book of che 
i Contenipt of the Clergy hit on the true Reaſon of 
it, „ d. the Knowledge of the Laity. 10 
which, continues he, the Doctor, as 'tis ſaid, 
readily reply d, & That, God be thank d there 
Was J gnorance enough ſtill among the Laity to 
4 ſupport the Authority of the Clergy. * I con- 
teſs, Sir, ods almoſt a Pity to ſpoil this pretty 
Story; nay, as great a Pity as tis to ſpoil a De- 
fa#t that in the Heat of Summer repreſents, in a 
very braut ful Manner, the Froſt, and Snow, and 
Ice of the Winter. But yet, for the Sake of Truth, 
{ mult obſerve, that if you will give yourſelf the 
Trouble to read over Doctor Echard's Writings 
upon this Subject, which may be done in a few 
Hours, you will eafily perceive, that 'tis morally 
impoſſible that any ſuch Converſation ſhould ha 
pen betwixt that Noble Lord and Dr. Echard; 
and that a Man may as well believe the Conver- 
lation betwixt the Devil and: Dr. Tin4all to be 
real, which we have an Account of in that hu- 
morous Poem of Doctor Fvans's entituled, the 
Devil and the Nofor, and intended only as a Ban- 
ter. Surely, Sir, it would better become People 
that pretend to 10 much Taquifitiveneſs, Caution, 
and Accuracy, to read Books; before they pre- 
tend to give an — of them; and not to be 
ſo very forward to bi t Tricks _ n themfelves 
and others, e * in ſuch Caſes es where tis ſo 
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_ exceeding eaſy to be better inform'd. I cannot 


but recollect in this Place, that I have heard the 
Author of Timothy and Philatheos ſay, that he 
once aſſur' d the late Mr. Collings that he had ta- 
ken up a falſe Information upon Truſt, and that 
he was ready to prove it to him if he would go 
with him to the Lambeth Library; but Mr. Col= 

lings refus'd either to go with him, or to retract 
what he had fo unwarily aſſerted. . Behold the 
Men who think freely and are above being Prieſi- 
ridden, Bigottry following as they are led, &c. 
Speclatum admiſſi riſum teneatis, &c. : 
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Odober 1, 1734. 
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